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Eternal Debt 
By Esther M. Smith 


Owe no man any thing, but to love one 
another.— Romans 13:3, 
O YOU know that from debt we are 
never free 
Though we pay our bills most faithfully ? 
For to every soul, be he young, or old, 
Or rich, or poor— we owe love untold. 


we 
Would We Be Missed ? , 


Some people are not missed when 
they go from us. Others leave us with 
a great and irreparable sense of loss. 
The sobering question should come to us 
all, How will it be when we are taken? 
There is a tragic comment on the death 
of a young king of Judah. Jehoram was 
thirty-two when he came to the throne, 
and he reigned for only eight years, dy- 
ing at forty. But he packed those eight 
years with sin; he began his reign with 
a “blood purge,” slaying his own 
brothers and other princes with the 
sword, and he gave himself to open 
idolatry. He died of an incurable dis- 
ease; then we read that he “departed 
without being desired” (2 Chron. 21: 
20). en Harvey Borton was taken 
Home 16 be with the Lord last autumn 
his hosts of friends and co-workers, and 
his own family, were staggered by their 
loss and felt that they could not go on 
without him. An intimate friend and 
co-worker wrote in a personal letter to 
another friend: “To be missed as Har- 
vey is missed, one must live as he lived, 
making a place in the Vives of others. 
How I do thank God that He took me 


out of the narrow sphere of my life and 
permitted me to be associated with men 
like Harvey.” Christ was first in Har- 
vey Borton’s life; and that is the secret 
of being missed when we are taken. 


2 
Why Financial Testing? 


Christian work is often confronted 
by financial deficits. This is true of work 
that stands uncompromisingly for--the 
whole Word of God, the Blood Gospel, 
the Lordship of Christ, and Christ’s Re- 
turn as the only hope of world-govern- 
ment in righteousness. Why should not 
such Christian organizations and testi- 
monies always have money enough to 
meet all their needs? The Editor once 
asked the late Dr. James M. Gray this 
question, as they were alone together 
nm Dr. Gray’s office at the Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago. This veteran Chris- 
tian leader of rare consecration and 
vision answered: “We are doing God’s 
work. In order to do God’s work we 


must know God. In order to know God 
we must have these experiences. If we 
did not have them we should think we 
were doing it all ourselves. They keep 
us on our knees.” Is it not probable that 
Paul himself, as part of the many test- 
ings that he continually experienced, 
knew the meaning of financial testing? 
Telling something of his many experi- 
ences, he wrote, as among other suffer- 
ings, that he had been “in perils among 
false brethren; in weariness and painful- 
ness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness” (2 Cor. 11:26, 27). Surely 
lack of needed money occasioned some 
of these sufferings of hunger and thirst 
and fastings and nakedness. But was 
he discouraged? He ends his long re- 
cital, of which only a small part is 
quoted here, with the triumphant exulta- 
tion, “If I must needs glory, I will glory 
of the things which concern mine in- 
firmities.” Let us, with Paul and the 
beloved Dr. Gray, thank God for all the 
testings that keep us on our knees. 


Living by Faith — Concerning the Future 


“Now the just shall live by faith” 
(Heb. 10:38). 


HE Epistle to the Hebrews contains 

the greatest chapter in the Bible on 

faith. Just before that chapter 
Paul, for the third time, quotes Habak- 
kuk’s words (for doubtless most would 
agree that Paul is the writer of He- 
brews). This Book may be called the 
“Book of Better Things,” for the word 
“better” is used thirteen times. Here 
we read that Christ is better than the 
angels, that Paul is persuaded better 
things of us, that the less is blessed of 
the better, that we have a better hope, 
testament, covenant, promises, sacrifices, 
country, resurrection, in Heaven a better 
substance, that some better thing has 
been provided for us, and that Christ’s 
blood speaks better things than that of 
Abel. Is it not proper, then, to look 
into the future as we consider again 
these great words, “The just shall live by 
faith”? 

Toward the close of the tenth chapter 
Paul speaks of confidence and patience 
in trial, the Second Coming of Christ, 
and Heaven. We may take these three 
topics as a guide in our study. 





This is the third and concluding Bible study 
given by Philip E. Howard, Jr., at the Me- 


* morial Day Conference this year at America’s 


ee Grove, N. J. 
Fi 


We may confidently expect temporat 
blessings.—Are we concerned about our 
needs in the future? We have Paul’s 
inspired word, “My God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). And 
again Paul says to us: “Let your con- 
versation be without covetousness; and 
be content with such things as ye have: 
for he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee (Heb. 13:5). In one of 
his sermons on this passage Spurgeon 
says that the Greek of the fifth verse 
warrants the use of the word “never” 
five times, so that we may read, “He hath 
said, I will never, never leave thee; I will 
never, never, never forsake thee.” 

In the thirty-fifth verse of the tenth 
chapter Paul admonishes us: “Cast not 
away therefore your confidence, which 
hath great recompence of reward.” In- 
stead of obeying, perhaps many of us, 
at times at least, do as the unknown 
author of the following lines: 


“It is His will that I should cast 

My care on Him each day, 

He also tells me not to cast my confidence 
away, ’ 

But oh! How foolishly I act 

When taken unaware. 

I cast away my confidence, and 

Carry all my care.” 


We May Confidently Expect Spiritual 
Blessings.—‘T had fainted,” wrote David, 
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“unless I had believed to see the good- 
ness of the Lord in the land of the liv- 
ing. Wait on the Lord: be of good cour- 
age, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 
wait, I say, on the Lord” (Psa. 27:13, 14). 
Perhaps some of us have nearly “fainted” 
and have been cast down in discourage- 
ment, thinking that there was nothing 
new or better ahead of us. But this is 
a temptation of the Enemy, and is not 
true, for “the path of the just is as a 
shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18). 

A few years ago in the summertime 
a man was climbing a mountain with 
which he was very familiar. Always as 
he climbed up the stony trail through 
the forest he would perspire freely, his 
throat would burn with thirst, and his 
body would ache with fatigue, but. he 
knew that when he finally came out 
above the timber line and kept steadily 
on over the wide stretches of brown 
granite he would be rewarded by the 
view from the top, the restful silence, 
and the bracing mountain air. So on 
this day he struggled on through the 
spruce trees until they dwindled to tiny, 
stunted bushes, and then he kept on, 
up over the bare rocks. Not far below 
the summit he came upon a small party 
of mountain climbers, two men and a 
woman, the wife of one of the men. 
She was seated on a rock, breathless, 
weak, and with a white face. She was 
sure she could go no farther. But the 
man who knew the trail told what a 
short distance it was to the top, how 
magnificent the view would be, and how 
he felt sure they could all reach the top 
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if they stayed together and encouraged 
the tired traveler. And so it turned out, 
and the newcomers were thankful that 
they had not stopped on the way. 

They all sat and talked together while 
they ate their picnic lunch, and looked 
out upon a dozen lakes, scores of moun- 
tain peaks, and sunlit valleys, reveled 
in the complete silence, and breathed 
the keen air that renewed their strength. 

It pays to keep on with God, leaning 
on his everlasting arms, for he has better 
things ahead for every one of us. 

Rejoice, my fellow pilgrim, for another 

stage is o’er 

Of the weary homeward journey, to be 

traveled through no more; 

No more these clouds and shadows shall 

darken aii our day; 

No more these snares and stumbling 

blocks across our path shall lie, 


The light that shone through all the past 
will still our steps attend, 

The Guide who led us hitherto will lead 
us to the end; 


The distant view is brightening, with 
fewer clouds between — 
The golden streets are gleaming now, the 
pearly gates are seen. 
—From “Cheering Words for the Master’s 
Workers.” 
THE BLEssED Hope 


The brightest star in a dark sky today 
is the expectation of the Second Coming 
of Christ, which is “the blessed hope” 
(Titus 2:13) for the Christian. We are 
told that it is referred to 250 times in 
the New Testament, and doubtless many 
more times in the Old Testament. It is 
the only solution for this world’s prob- 
lems, and it is a truth which revolution- 


(Continued on page 501) 
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Did Eve Not Sin Before Adam? 


Most of the letters that come from 
readers of THE Sunpay ScHooL TIMES are 
warm with Christian fellowship, full of 
encouragement and hearty appreciation, 
while a few contain some word of 
friendly criticism or some needed cor- 
rection of a misstatement in these 
columns. A very few are harshly criti- 
cal. And once in a thousand letters, or 
perhaps once in 10,000, comes a letter 
making some strange, almost unbeliev- 
able charge. Of the latter sort is a let- 
ter that came some months ago from a 
California reader: 


I was shocked to find in a recent article 
of yours, “False Christs, and the End of 
the Age’”’ (in the Times of July 17, 1937), 
that you had sided with Satan in telling 
a falsehood about our first mother, Eve. 
I believe that God will hold you to account 
for prostituting your position as Editor of 
so widely read a weekly as Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes to such a purpose. 


I feel that you owe it to TruTH and your 


large constituency to correct your mis- 
statement. 


To this incomprehensible charge the 
Editor replied: 


I do not understand what statement of 
mine you refer to as having “sided with 
Satan in telling a falsehood about our first 
mother, Eve.” Will you not let me know 
just what sentences in my article you be- 
lieve are incorrect? I feel sure you will 


recognize that you owe it to Truth and 
our large constituency to give me the in- 
formation I need to consider your criticism 
intelligently. 


The California reader then explained 
her grievance in greater detail, writing: 


Your letter of inquiry just received. It 
seemed to me that in your article, which 
I named, you did side with Satan in con- 
demning our first mother, Eve. The Word 
of God tells us plainly that “all have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God.” 
But I do believe that Eve was sinless until 
she made her choice to follow Adam out 
of Eden, and that Eve had not fallen into 
any sort of sin until God had chosen, out 
of her, a certain One Seed to survive 
within the human race from generation 
to generation until the time chosen of 
Ged for its development under the influ- 
ence of the Hely Spirit. 

The promise was to the individual Eve, 
and fulfilled to that individual, she in 
Heaven. 

I believe that male expositors are wrong 
in their blaming Eve for Adam’s fall, and 
that God will, in due season, show how 
wrong they have been. 


Readers of the Trurs will understand 
why this letter has been called unbe- 
lievable and incomprehensible. God told 
Adam —and the permission and prohi- 
bition included Eve, as the context 
shows: “Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 


July 16, 1938 


thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” 
(Gen. 2:16, 17). That Eve clearly un- 
derstood this command of God is seen 
from her own words when she answered 
the serpent’s question by saying (Gen. 
3:2, 3): “We [that is, Adam and Eve] 
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden: but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God 
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” Eve 
added to what God had said by inserting 


something he had not said, “Neither shall - 


ye touch it.” But she was clear on 
God’s having forbidden her to eat of the 
fruit of that tree. Satan lied to her, 
she believed Satan’s lie, and she delib- 
erately did that which she knew God 
had forbidden. But, according to the 
California reader, Eve did not sin in 
doing this! The California reader does 
not explain why Eve, with Adam, hid 
herself from the presence of the Lord 
God amongst the trees of the garden 
(Gen. 3:8) if she was sinless. Those 
who have not sinned do-not hide from 
the presence of God. And if she was sin- 
less, why should God have spoken in 
judgment and condemnation of Eve as 
he did when “unto the woman he said, 
I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and 
thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children; and thy desire shall 
be to thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee.” 

The matter is lifted out of the realm 
of human opinion and settled by the 
Word of God when the Holy Spirit tells 
us, naming Eve, that “the woman being 
deceived WAS IN THE TRANSGRESSION” (1 
Tim. 2:12-14). 

It is true that Scripture distinguishes 
between what Eve did and what Adam 
did, pointing out that “Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman being deceived 
was in the transgression.” But Scripture 
is very plain in showing that both Eve 
and Adam sinned, and that Eve’s sin 
preceded Adam’s sin. It is not “male 
expositors” who blame Eve for her sin; 
it is the Word of God, which “cannot be 
broken.” 

Equally strange and unscriptural is 
the California reader’s belief that the 
One Seed, Christ the Son of God, was 
within Eve, and that this One Seed sur- 
vived “within the human race from gen- 
eration to generation until the time 
chosen of God for its development un- 
der the influence of the Holy Spirit.” 
That is entirely different from what the 
Holy Spirit tells us in Matthew and Luke 
concerning the virgin birth of Christ. 
Christ was not born of Mary “under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit,” he was 
conceived in the womb of the virgin 
Mary by the Holy Spirit, as Scripture 
plainly declares in Matthew 1:20 and 
Luke 1:35. That Seed, the only begotten 
Son of God, had never been in any other 
woman of the human race before the 
time came, in God’s eternal plan and 
purpose, for Christ to be born of Mary, 
when “the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 

The Editor’s closing word to the Cali- 
fornia reader, in a personal letter ac- 
knowledging her second letter, was this: 
“I beg of you to turn away from the 
strange, unscriptural, incomprehensible 
view that you are holding, and cease to 
make of none effect the Word of God.” 
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How to reach their hearts and what to tell them 
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ESUS CHRIST had a single purpose 

in mind for the first followers whom 

he called. They were called to be 
“fishers of men,”—soul-winners. He 
did not say, “Follow me, and there are 
a variety of callings from which you 
may choose.” He said, “Follow me, and 
I will make you fishers of men,” — one 
thing and one thing only. We should 
save ourselves from a great deal of con- 
fusion if we simply accepted the plainly 


. stated plans of Christ. His first fol- 


lowers seem to have done so. Peter 
and Andrew, James and John, the fisher- 
men; Matthew, the tax-gatherer; Luke, 
the physician; Paul, the tent-maker, 
were first of all, and above all, win- 
ners of men for God. 

The call of the Master to the worker 
among children is to become a winner 
of souls. For the support of his daily life 
he may have other work which he does. 
In the field of his religious work he 
may be an enthusiast on methods, or 
organization, or teaching plans; or on 
sacred music or art, but on Christ’s roll 
of workers he is set down as a soul- 
winner. If he is not striving by any 
and all means to win souls, he has not 
the mind of Christ, and he is not what 
Christ meant him to be. 


Saving Both a Soul and a Life 


There is no department of soul-win- 
ning more important or more fruitful 
than this of child evangelism. Its value 
cannot be overestimated. It has been 
said: “Save a man and you save a soul; 
save a child and you save both a soul 
and a life.” You may enlarge that still 
more by saying you save also a life 
influence. An evil man, saved by God’s 
grace, causes joy in the presence of the 
angels of God. Yet the evil he has done 
in his life, the other lives he has led 
into sin and sorrow, are still sad facts, 
not changed because he is. But where 
a young child is won for God his life’s 
influence will be on God’s side. He will 
not do irretrievable evil. Moreover he 
will have long years in which to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Win the child 
for his own sake, but no less for the 
sake of the Kingdom of God. 

A child needs a Saviour because a 
child very early begins to depart con- 
sciously from what he knows is right, 
and that deliberate departure is sin, and 
sin necessitates the work of a Saviour. 
It is comparatively easy in the early years 
to reclaim the child. Children will 
usually readily see and acknowledge that 
they have done wrong, and the wrong- 
doing has not become an established 
habit, hard to break. 

Child evdngelism is dear to the heart 
of the Lord Jesus. Long ago he said to 
his disciples, “Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of God.” The 
occasion of their attempt to keep the 


A Christian worker in Shanghai, 
China, was seeking help in Child 
Evangelism. She desired to impress 
on the minds of her Chinese helpers 
the vital importance of winning the 
children for Christ, as well as the 
adults. It was to meet the needs 
of this worker in China that Mrs. 
Patterson, in America, prepared and 
sent out to her the valuable material 
which is now given to Times readers 
in a series of three articles, of which 
this is the first. 

Mrs. Patterson is the wife of a 
paster and has been engaged in chil- 
dren’s work for some thirty years. 
Their two daughters confessed Christ 
openly at the ages of seven and nine. 
She has taught teacher training 
classes, has been superintendent of 
large Primary and Junior Depart- 
menis, and has recently been teach- 
ing a class of boys in a mission 
Sunday school in a very difficult 
neighborhood. Mrs. Patterson writes 
that she believes that “all we do 
should have the underlying motive 
of bringing the child in touch per- 
sonally with Christ as Saviour.” 








little ones from him is one of those rare 
occasions when we are told he mani- 
fested great displeasure. After his resur- 
rection one of the tasks of love that he 
set for Peter was the feeding of the 
lambs. Those who are seeking to win 
the children may be assured that they 
are doing God’s will. 


Sincere Love Important 


There is a characteristic of the suc- 
cessful worker among children which is 
perhaps really inborn where it exists, 
but which may be developed and culti- 
vated by those who desire to be most 
useful. This is the characteristic of a 
real, sincere love for children. Such a 
love makes the worker attraciive to the 
child; gives him patience in dealing with 
the active young lives; and fills him 
with the conviction that the children 
must be won for the Saviour. This love 
is warm in the hearts of many of God’s 
servants, but if one who desires to be 
used in child evangelism finds that he 
is somewhat lacking in it, there are two 
things that will help in its development 
and growth: 

1. A realization that in order to be 
Christlike we must have just this yearn- 
ing love for the little ones. 

2. A careful study of child nature so 
that our knowledge of it will show us 
that what may have seemed willful and 
trying is only natural, and that many 
of childhood’s impulses and characteris- 
tics may be turned into the right chan- 
nels. 

‘There are three mighty, God-given 
agencies at the disposal of the soul-win- 


ner which, freely employed, will make 
him irresistible. 

The first is the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit for service. “Be filled with the 
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). 

The second is the Word of God. We 
are assured of two things concerning 
this: 

1. God’s Word shall not return void, 
but shall accomplish that which is God’s 
pleasure (Isa. 55:11). 

2. The Word of God is the Sword of 
the Holy Spirit (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12). 

The third agency is prayer. 

Prayer for the salvation of souls can- 
not fail to be prayer that is according. 
to God’s will. “And this is the confi- 
dence that we have in him, that, if we 
ask any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us: and if we know that he hear 
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desire of 
him” (i John 5:14, 15). 

Prayer for the salvation of souls is 
prayer that may always be offered in 
Jesus’ name, for the Lord Jesus gave 
his life for the salvation of men. “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you” (John 16:23). 


The Place of Prayer 


Pray for the ones you want to win. 
If you know them personally, pray for 
them personally. If you are sent in 
special evangelistic effort among unfa- 
miliar people, still storm the gates of 
Heaven. 

Some years ago the writer was in 
charge of a Sunday school department 
of boys and girls from nine to twelve 
years of age. There were twenty-three 
of these who needed to make personal 
decisions for Jesus Christ: “Sunday after 
Sunday, using the Scripture material, 
given in “Telling the Good News to 
Children” (published in THE SunpbAy 
ScHooL Times of October 7, 1933) she 
endeavored to lead them into the con- 
sciousness that they each personally 
needed a Saviour. 

A certain Sunday had been chosen by 
the school for making an appeal for 
public decisions for Christ. During the 
nights of the week before this Sunday 
the leader prayed for long hours for 
those girls and boys. She prayed for 
this one and for that one personally. 
One night, thinking of them all, it 
seemed impossible to make a choice. 
So she prayed, “God, give me them all, 
every one!” Then she thought that was 
too large a prayer to which to expect 
an answer, yet she could not give up 
any. Did God answer that prayer? He 
gave an answer larger than the petition. 
How was that possible? 

On the day set the appeal for decision 
was made. It had been carefully led up 
to, so that it might be intelligent and 
sincere. After the appeal there was 
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silence among the boys and girls, and 
for a minute or two no visible response. 
The leader cried out in her heart to God, 
“Aren’t you going to give me any of 
them?” Then quietly, one by one, every 
unsaved boy and girl present in the 
group signified a decision to belong to 
God. And over and above the measure 
in that answer to prayer was the deci- 
sion of a bright eleven-year-old boy 
who was a stranger, having come into 
the department that day for the first 
time. He was clear in his decision, and 
very happy, and his mother said after- 
ward that he had been wanting to do 
that very thing without knowing where 
to go to do it. So God sent him to 
us that Sunday to give him his oppor- 
tunity, and to add the overflow to the 
answer to prayer. 

To the wonderful agencies of God, 
placed at our disposal in soul-winning, 
the children’s evangelist should add a 
personal preparation of study as to the 
best ways to do the work. Paul wrote 
to Timothy, “Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that need- 
eth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). Most 
of us desire to be as efficient as possible 
in all the things we do. We are not con- 
tent to do our work any less well than 
it is possible for it to be done. So as 
soul-winners we want to be as effective 
as possible, to win as many as possible, 
that in the day of our accounting we 
may merit the Master’s, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.” We are will- 
ing to take time to study and prepare, 
and to develop our powers. As we dwell 
on the thought that we are called to be 
soul-winners, we decide that we want 
to be the most successful soul-winners 
that we can possibly be, and to this end 
we will avail ourselves of the knowledge 
gained by those who have given such 
matters much study. 

In order that we may be the best pos- 
sible instruments in the Master’s hands 
there are several things that it is essen- 
tial for us to know. 

1. We must know our Soil. 

2. We must know our Seasons. 

3. We must know our Seed. 


I. WE Must Know Ovr Soin 

One year my husband was given per- 
mission to use a large piece of ground 
near our home for a vegetable garden. 
We were delighted, and I said, “You can 
raise our potatoes there.” But the men 
who had seen that land worked before, 
and those who worked land around it, 
said: “That is not potato land. It has 
been tried more than once. Corn and 
beans and other vegetables you can 
easily raise there, but that soil for some 
reason will not grow potatoes.” Once 
convinced of that fact my husband did 
not try to raise potatoes there. He got 
seed suitable for that ‘soil, and raised 
abundant crops. 

In our work of child evangelism the 
“Soil” is the mental make-up of those 
we desire to win—that into which we 
have to put our teaching or preaching. 

The child mind at its different ages 
has certain common _ characteristics 
which we may easily discover. But be- 
fore we set these down let us remind 
ourselves that all children who are the 
same age physically are by no means 
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the same age mentally. After we have 
learned the common age characteristics 
we must study the individual child in 
order to be sure that we have our soil 
properly classified. 

“Have you heard about Kathleen?” 
they asked me one day in a city where 
I once lived. Then I heard that ten- 
year-old Kathleen, who had been given 
one of the psychological tests our schools 
give nowadays, had been graded as hav- 
ing mental powers of an eighteen-year- 
old. So we must study the individual 
children we wish to win, and we shall 
find that some nine-year-olds are only 
seven mentally, and some are advanced 
far beyond the average. It is a com- 
paratively easy matter to make such a 
study when we are seeking the souls of 
those we know in everyday life, but it 
is a harder matter when we are deal- 
ing with chiidren in large groups with 
whom we are not acquainted. In the 
case of a course of meetings much can 
be discovered by watching and listening 
to the children in their home or school 
life. If, however, you have but a single 
meeting to address, the rule of speaking 
so that the youngest hearer can under- 
stand is a fairly safe one. Avoid the 
appearance of “talking down,” as that 
offends older children, but if care is 
taken about this they will listen readily 
to a very simple talk. The greatest dif- 
ficulty in many meetings lies in the fact 
that there are children of such differing 
ages present. 

Coming now to the study of what the 
child mind at different ages is best pre- 
pared to receive we may find much help 
for our all important work of child evan- 
gelism. By our study we shall discover 
the way in which the child mind in its 
different stages of development can most 
readily apprehend the truths we are pre- 
senting. We shall find out the special 
interests of each age with their instant 
appeal to the child’s attention. 

In the field of religious education those 
who have studied the matter carefully 
make three divisions of childhood: 

1. Early Childhood is understood to 
mean the years under six. 

2. Middle Childhood includes’ the 
three years, six, seven, and eight. 

3. Later Childhood includes the ages 
nine, ten, eleven, and in the judgment 
of many, twelve. 

Keeping always in mind our purpose 
of child evangelism let us note the out- 
standing characteristics of the child mind 
in each one of these stages, so that we 
may judge What approach to make in 
order to claim that child for God. 

1. Early Childhood.—There are some 
who do not think that child evangelism 
has any place in relationship to very lit- 
tle children. It is, however, as important 
as a good foundation is in any building. 
Christian workers can do a great part 
of the work of soul-winning in these 
earliest years. There is no such thing 
in our Bibles as “educating a child into 
the kingdom of God.” The Bible says 
plainly that new birth is necessary (John 
3:3-7). The new birth comes only with 
the conscious choice of the will to re- 
ceive Christ as Saviour. But there is 
possible such ’a thing as teaching a little 
child from the earliest days so clearly 
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about the love of God, and his constant 
care for us, that the child is pre-dis- 
posed to choose God and God’s way. A 
child so taught will not find it hard to 
turn to God in full surrender of the life 
to him. 


(To be continued next week) 


“Pete and Wilbur” Plaque 
Unveiled 


ITH inspiring ceremonies, which 

frequently moved the audience to 
applause, the twenty-fifth birthday of 
the sale of “Pete the Pig” was celebrated 
recently in White Cloud, Kans., by more 
than 1,000 friends and workers of the 
American Mission to Lepers. Through- 
out the country thousands of others 
thought of the occasion and read of it 
later in their newspapers. 

Gathered to view the unveiling of a 
commemorative plaque to “Pete” and 
Wilbur Chapman, who as a ten-year-old 
boy raised “Pete,” the visitors also heard 
messages from leaders in leper work 
and Christian workers from distant 
points. Nine different states were rep- 
resented in the audience, and messages 
of congratulation came from seventy 
cities. 

Three days before the White Cloud 
event, Wilbur Chapman, now an engineer 
of St. Paul, Minn., told the dramatic tale 
of “Pete” in a nation-wide broadcast by 
the Columbia Broadcasting System from 





Chicago. The story was retold by vari- 
ous speakers in the Community Church 
of White Cloud —the delightful tale of 
how Wilbur bought a pig for three dol- 
lars, fattened it, and sold it for twenty- 
five dollars so his mother might provide 
for the tenth leper in a group she had 
promised to support, and how this act 
launched a “pig bank” movement which 
has brought more than $1,000,000 to the 
American Mission to Lepers. 

Following the service indoors, the 
guests—some of whom, unable to get 
into the church, had been listening 
through amplifiers— gathered outside 
the church to witness the unveiling. This 
presentation was done by “Uncle Will,” 
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William M. Danner, General Secretary 
of the Mission when the “Pete” story 
began, who gave Wilbur the money with 
which to buy the pig and who launched 
the pig bank movement. Chief “White 
Cloud,” in full Indian regalia, did the 
unveiling of the plaque. 

The plaque, erected on a granite ped- 
estal of native Kansas rock, held the 
following message: “In White Cloud 
twenty-five years ago, Wilbur Chapman, 
a ten-year-old boy, raised and sold a pig, 
Pete, to help support a leper boy. His 
example started a pig bank movement. 
One hundred thousand banks have been 
distributed to date. Feeding these banks 
is helping to rid the world of leprosy, 
and is carrying out Christ’s command, 
‘Cleanse the lepers.’ ” 

Called to order by Mayor E. L. Marker 
of White Cloud, the service included ad- 
dresses by prominent speakers and 
workers, and greetings were read from 
such individuals as Charles G. Trumbull, 
Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TImeEs, 
which first published the Wilbur and 
Pete story; Mrs. Jane Scull Moffat, who 
first translated the pig idea into pig 
banks; Mrs. R. R. Harrison of Richmond, 
Va., “Honorable First Pig Lady of 
America”; and Dr. George W. Wright, 
for thirty-four years a missionary in the 
Philippines. 

Mr. Danner then presented the plaque 
to Wilbur Chapman, who accepted it 
with a touching speech in which he 
dwelt on the part played by various resi- 
dents of White Cloud in the success of 
his plan. He introduced former school- 
mates, now grown-up men and women, 
and Mr. George Kelly, superintendent 
of the Sunday school he had attended, 
and members of the missionary society. 

“And so, as I say, this plaque does not 
belong to me,” Mr. Chapman concluded, 
“it belongs to you — those here in White 
Cloud, and those who have come from 
outside White Cloud. I feel this is a 
very feeble expression of what I want 
to say, but all I can say is, ‘Thank you 
again,’ from the bottom of my heart. I 
can’t pay you back, but whatever, is 
done in the name of the Lord Jesus 
will be repaid manifold.” 


Living by Faith— 
Concerning the Future 
(An editorial, from the second page) 


izes Bible study. To quote just one of 
the many passages telling us that Christ 
will return in person to this earth, we 
read in Acts 1:11: “This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” As the Chris- 
tian looks forward into the future he 
knows that the day may not be far dis- 
tant when the Lord Jesus will come back 
to the earth to establish his righteous 
kingdom. 


THe Home In HEAVEN 


Not only may the believer expect to 
see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living, and perhaps to see the 
Lord Jesus himself descend from 
Heaven, but still beyond he has the as- 
surance of “a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the 
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heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). However great 
the joys and blessings in this life, they 
will be infinitely greater and better in 
Heaven. The citizenship of a Christian 
is in Heaven (Phil. 3:20, margin), and 
he looks forward to that “better country, 
that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God: for 
he hath prepared for them a city” (Heb. 
1i515). 

A few years ago a man traveled with 
a party of people to Palestine. The joys 
and privileges of the tour were very 
great, but always in the minds of the 
travelers was the thought of at last com- 
ing home. The man himself had fre- 
quently to speak another language which 
was not his mother tongue; he was con- 
stantly among strangers, hearing several 
languages that he did not understand. 
He had to handle several different kinds 
of coinage; he was ill in Jerusalem and 
ill in Brussels; and there were many 
minor discomforts. But finally, late one 
afternoon in August, his ship steamed 
into New York harbor, and all his hopes 
were realized, and soon he was at home 
with his loved ones. 

However great the trials of this pil- 
grim way, the day will come when the 
Christian will be at home in Heaven. Many 
of our loved ones have gone on before us, 
but they are better off than we are, for 
they are with Christ “which is far better” 
(Phil. 1:23). Paul comforted the Thes- 
salonian believers by his inspired words 
concerning the Second Coming of Christ, 
urging them not to sorrow as others who 
have no hope, concerning them which 
are asleep, saying that one day, when 
the Lord comes again, we shall all be 
with him forever. As the beloved John 
tells us, “And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed 
away” (Rev. 21:4). 

Do we ever stop to think what the 
complete absence of sin and suffering 
will mean to us? There will be no police- 
men; as such, or firemen, or doctors, or 
nurses,— though there will be multi- 
tudes of these as redeemed men and 
women, who have discarded their uni- 
forms and offices. Theré will be no law 
courts, no great hospitals (though these 
are a great blessing to us now), no sirens 
of ambulances or fire engines screech- 
ing through the streets. Do these things 
seem trivial, as we think of Heaven? 
But they are certainly not trivial when 
they affect our loved ones here and now. 
There will be no fatigue as we know it, 
no mistakes, no misunderstandings or 
divisions, — and how many there are to- 
day !—no feelings to get hurt, and no 
one to hurt anyone else’s feelings, no 
accidents on the road, no dishonesty in 
business, no persecutions or opposition 
to God and his people, and no separations. 

In Heaven we shall see all things 
clearly. “For now we see through a 
glass, darkly; but then face to face: now 
I know in part; but then shall I know 
even as also I am known” (1 Cor. 13. 
12). “Through a glass” means in a mir- 
ror, in an enigma’ (Scofield, margin). 

I was straightening up a room in our 
home not long ago, and my three-year- 
old son (Tommy, again) came in and 
began to play with a small mirror. I 
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went on with my work and in a minute 
heard my little son call out in alarm, 
“Daddy, I’m falling!” 

I turned to see him leaning against 
the bed and looking down into the mir- 
ror, which reflected the ceiling and part 
of the wall. He was not falling at all, 
but his eyes were riveted on the mirror 
where. the walls and ceiling seemed all 
askew. It was not even necessary for 
me to hold the little fellow, for I simply 
took the mirror out of his hand and all 
was well. 

The day will come when we shall 
no longer see things in a mirror, but 
we shall see them all in their true light. 


The Overcomer’s Song 


Safe home, safe home in port; 
Strained cordage, shattered deck, 
Torn sails, provisions short, 
And only not a wreck; 
But oh, the joy, upon the shore, 
To tell our voyage perils o’er. 


The prize, the prize secure ! 
The wrestler nearly fell; 
Bore all he could endure, 
And bore not always well; 
But he may smile at troubles gone, 
Who sets the victor’s garland on. 


The exile is at home; 

O nights and days of tears ! 
O longings not to roam 

O sins and doubts and fears! 
What matters now? O joyful day ! 
The King hath wiped all tears away. 


—Joseph (trans. J. M. Neale). 
ye 


Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 


Nevertheless I have somewhat 
against thee, because thou hast left 
thy first love (Rev. 2:4). 


EN are prone to weaken the moral 

law and, strangely enough, there 
are illustrations of this even in the trans- 
lation of Scripture. In the Lord’s admo- 
nition to the angel of the Church of 
Ephesus he says, “Nevertheless I have 
against thee (that) thou hast left thy 
first love.” The Authorized Version in- 
troduces the qualifying and softening 
word, “somewhat” (“I have ‘somewhat’ 
against thee”), as if it were not every- 
thing to leave the first love, the love of 
Christ for the Church, as of devoted hus- 
band to cherished wife, described in the 
fifth chapter of Ephesians. 

In the Sermon on the Mount the Lord 
says, “But I say unto you, That whoso- 
ever is angry with his brother without 
a cause...” This leaves the door open 
to all kinds of explosions. Everybody 
who is angry believes that his anger is 
justified. But Dr. Broadus, the great 
commentator on Matthew, says that the 
clause, “without a cause,” is not in the 
earliest manuscripts. It tones down the 
absoluteness of a moral requirement. 

And again, in 1 Corinthians 13:5, we 
have a parallel case. Love “is not easily 
provoked.” Paul wrote, “is not pro- 
voked.” The interpolation of the word, 
“easily,” gives opportunities to self-ex- 
cuses. The word paroxuno, “to rouse to 
anger,” does not remotely suggest slight- 
ness or seriousness of cause for anger. 
The word “easily” is simply a conces- 
sion to the natural violence of human 
temper. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 
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Bears Witness.—At the Changsha 
government camp Dr. Hsie, a fine 
Christian physician, is rendering self- 
denying service. At the opening of the 
camp hospital the little blind girls from 
the Liebenzell orphanage sang and 
played with their flutes. (Of these lit- 
tle girls Miss Vasell writes me: “We 
are often scared by the Japanese air- 
raiders, whereupon the whole family of 
blind girls hurry to the dugout, falling 
on their knees, and crying to the Lord.”) 
Testimony to the heroic work of the 
missionaries in these camps and helping 
otherwise in relief is given by Madame 
Chiang Kai-shek, and it is significant 
that she should begin her paean of praise 
to missionaries by an allusion to the now 
well-nigh forgotten Rockefeller “Re- 
Thinking” Commission. “Some years ago 
it was quite the fashion to decry mis- 
sionary efforts as being a failure, and 
. a commission was sent from Amer- 
ica to investigate as to whether missions 
were a failure. ... One need doubt no 
more. In Nanking, Hankow, and Wuhu 
the missionaries alone have stood their 
ground and saved hundreds of thousands 
of our refugees in the face of Japanese 
bayonets, artillery, bombs, and unbridled 
lust, 

“When I was at the front with the 
Generalissimo last week, I heard stories 
of women missionaries whose heroism, 
and whose undaunted resolution ... kept 
them within the fighting area. There is 
one woman missionary thirty miles from 
Hsiichow, in a district formerly overrun 
with bandits and which is now in daily 
danger of being entered by Japanese 
troops. She is the only foreigner in that 
district. There is another woman, fifty 
miles north of Siichow, who also is the 
only foreigner at her station. 

“It was the missionaries who foresaw 
the need of refugee zones, and they es- 
tablished them early. . . . The mission- 
aries in Kaifeng, I understand, are now 
planning a refugee zone on a large and 
well organized scale, in which they ex- 
pect to take care of thirty thousand 
women and children should necessity 
arise. You in Hankow have undertaken 

. the stupendous task of succoring 
the wounded and the refugees through 
the International Red Cross.” 

And so she continues. Is it not in 
order for Mr. Rockefeller to apologize 
and do it with all the publicity which 
he arranged for his commission’s unfair 
and ungenerous criticisms? 


A great change in Mexico is displayed 
in a remarkable letter in the Missionary 
Review of the World. Three years ago 
everything was moving along the lines 
of Russian Bolshevist atheism. “Chil- 
dren in public schools were being taught 
to march to the tune of Uno, dos: ho 
hay Dios (‘One, two, — there is no God’). 
Mission schools were closed: radio chan- 
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nels were given over to atheist propa- 
ganda.” 

A group of evangelical pastors and 
missionaries decided to meet daily for 
prayer. For eight months every morn- 
ing at six-thirty they engaged in agon- 
ized intercession, a real wrestling with 
the powers of darkness. They felt them- 
selves wholly dependent on God. So 
they prayed on and refused to be dis- 
couraged. 

Then came a sudden turn of the tide. 
Not one in the circle doubted but that 
God had laid bare his arm and wrought 
a miracle. The ultra-radical members 
of the cabinet went out, and since then 
there has been a steady shift in the wind. 
As an indication, “On Christmas eve I 
heard broadcast from a government sta- 
tion the hymn, ‘Little Lord Jesus, asleep 
in the hay.’ As the words, ‘I love thee, 





Sermons from Science 


The Christian Business Men’s 
Committee of the San Francisco 
Bay Region is to have 8000 square 
feet of outdoor space at one of the 
exits on Treasure Island where the 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion at San Francisco is to be held 
in 1939. A large steel auditorium 
will be erected, and among the 
speakers engaged for the season will 
be Irwin A. Moon, who will give 
a series of addresses entitled “ Ser- 
mons from Science.” This will 
illustrate the first Century Gospel 
with scientific matter drawn from 
twentieth century investigation. Mr. 
Moon’s addresses represent eight 
years of scientific study. "Thomas 
M. Olsen, evangelist, will co-operate 
in this ministry. The Christian 
Business Men’s Committee Inter- 
national is inade up of men in many 
cities whose “purpose and aim is to 
make Christ known as Saviour and 
Lord.” The San Francisco Com- 
mittee is headed by Arnold Gruni- 
gen, Jr. 














Lord Jesus,’ came over the air my 
thoughts went back to the prayer-conflict 
and the blasphemies coming from the 
same stations three years previously.” 


From Union Theological Seminary.— 
Professor E. F. Scott would have us 
believe that the Epistles to Timothy and 
Titus were written, not by Paul, but by 
a fervent admirer of Paul. “At almost 
every point he has misunderstood Paul’s 
teaching. He does not know what Paul 
meant by the Law; he confuses Pauline 


faith with loyalty to a Church tradition; 
he has nothing to say of the conflict 
between flesh and Spirit. The language 
is not Paul’s, and the ecclesiastical con- 
ditions are those of a later period.” 

Strange that a fervent admirer of 
Paul should not have known his master’s 
system better. Strange, also, that he 
should have attempted falsely to imper- 
sonate the apostle. Strange, finally, that 
an alleged forgery should have been so 
full of lofty spiritual teaching. 

“Favour is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain: but a woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised” (Prov. 31:30), is 
given by Moffatt: “Charms may wane 
and beauty wither. Keep your praise 
for a wife with brains.” A wife with 
brains may be a very different person 
from one who feareth the Lord. The 
tragedy that has befallen college educa- 
tion for women in America is that it has 
largely done just what Dr. Moffatt has 
done to this verse, — put the fear of the 
Lord out of sight and substituted for it 
a purely intellectual discipline. So we 
have Anna Louise Strongs and Pearl 
Bucks and Dorothy Thompsons (all 
daughters of the manse) instead of Mary 
Lyons and Frances Willards. 


A German Professor on Modernism.— 
Professor Dr. Hans Preuss of Erlangen 
writes of the giant form of Christ who 
made the tribes of Germany into a 
Christian nation with cathedrals with 
deep bells calling to worship through 
generations: 

“So stood our people for centuries, 
praying before his throne. Since the 
Enlightenment of the eighteenth century 
he has been robbed of his divinity. He 
has been degraded into a weak parlor- 
lecturer, inoffensive, smiling, in the style 
of Moses Mendelssohn. The liberal the- 
ology of the nineteenth century, child 
of the Enlightenment, dissolved his por- 
trait into a bunch of question ‘marks, 
until in the twentieth it even went as 
far as to deny his historical existence. 
The present joins in the hate song of 
Nietzsche and Marxism, ‘We will not 
have this man to reign over us. We 
wish to be gods.’ 

“So the giant shadow of the exiled 
Christ now covers broad layers of our 
people, as of a wanderer who comes to 
bless and goes, leaving in the shadow of 
death those who have driven him away.” 
Channing and Parker and Shotwell and 
Fosdick and Mathews are leaving the 
same heritage of spiritual shadow to 
America. 


Some Great Givers—A gift of eight 
shillings sent to the Bible Churchmen’s 
Missionary Society was accompanied 
with this explanation: 

“The donor is a woman of sixty years 
of age who lives in an almshouse and 
supports herself by doing cleaning in a 
bank. She has had operations on both 
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legs ... and has to wear iron supports. 
Her tram fare to the bank is twopence 
halfpenny, but all through the year she 
has taken a twopenny fare, walked the 
remaining distance, and put the half- 
penny in her missionary box. She did 
not like to bring the money in coppers, 
so got them changed at the bank. The 
clerk inquired how she came by so many 
halfpence. When he heard the story his 
comment was, ‘You put us to shame.’” 
There are Chinese saints to match this 
one. The Oriental Missionary Standard 
mentions an old woman in Canton who 
was a cigarette seller until she became 
a Christian and now sells cookies in- 
stead. This is less profitable, yet every 
month she brings twenty cents as an 
offering to the Lord. Another old woman, 
a friend of hers, goes about the streets 
mending clothing. She is alone in the 
world, and the only way she gets enough 
to eat is by hunting scraps and refuse 
left by others. Yet she, too, brings a 
monthly contribution of twenty cents. 


Time’s Kindly Revenge—The Synod 
of the French Reformed Church was this 
year the guest of the Pentemont Church, 
Paris, and of its church house which 
bears the name of La Maison Fraternelle. 
In this house, dedicated to the uses of 
Christian brotherhood and built in 1910, 
are centered the religious and school 
activities of the congregation.. On its 
wall is inscribed, “Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.” 

Thereby hangs a tale. On December 
28, 1561, the Protestants of Paris had 
met for worship in a building close by 
the present church house, at the end 
of the Faubourg St. Marcel. The pastor 
took his text and it was Matthew 11: 
28: “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden.” Suddenly a troop 
of armed men commanded by the Con- 
stable Montmorency entered the hall, 
began to maltreat those present, and 
ended the sermon by sacking the place. 
“It is this sermon, interrupted by four 
centuries,” said the present pastor in 
welcoming the Synod, “that we wish to 
resume by establishing in the same 
quarter of Paris and close by the place 
where our ancestors once met, our evan- 
gelistic and relief work for the heavy- 
laden.” 

It may be added that this congrega- 
tion worships in the one-time chapel of 
the Abbey of Pentemont which was built 
by Louis XV in 1735. It was assigned 
to the use of the Reformed Faith by the 
French Revolutionists. This illustrates 
the words of the speaker at this recent 
session of the National Synod, “Chris- 
tians ought never to accept the defeats 
which their adversaries think they can 
inflict on the eternal Gospel.” 


In the recesses of New Guinea lives 
a hitherto undiscovered race of people 
on high mountain areas and surrounded 
by impenetrable jungle. They know 
nothing of the coast lands, not to speak 
of the great world at large. Photo- 
graphs have been taken of their villages 
from the air. That tireless pioneer, 
R. A. Jaffray, is planning to undertake 
work among them. Through his lead- 
ership Chinese Christian missionaries 
were placed among the Dyaks of Borneo 
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and in the past decade great ingatherings 
have taken place there. He writes: 
“About one hundred of our Dyak Chris- 
tians from Boelongan, Borneo, have been 
employed by a gold mining company 
and have gone to New Guinea. Among 
them are four who are church elders. 
We are anxious to go to the part of New 
Guinea where these our Dyak brethren 
are located. Who can tell whether in 
the providence of God, these saved ‘wild 
men of Borneo’ may not yet be the first 
missionaries to the still wilder peoples 
of the interior of New Guinea? Time 
will tell.” 


Victories in Guatemala.—Mr. Sywulka 
of the Robinson Bible Institute, Guate- 
mala, writes of the Commencement last 
November. “The students’ cleaned, 
whitewashed, and painted the Institute 
premises, and practiced long hours on 
special hymns. for the conference and 
graduation, carrying on all the time their 
studies. The believers from the little 
congregations scattered far and wide 
throughout the mountains began to ar- 
rive in small groups, some having come 
by dugout canoe from across the lake, 
a few by bus, but most of them in the 
way their ancestors have traveled for 





Opening Doors 





in Mexico 





The American Bible Society re- 
ports the best year ever experienced 
in Mexico. Mission schools are 
still closed, but this has released 
forces for evangelism. Preaching 
in the Mexican Federal prisons, 
once allowed, had been stopped. In 
answer to prayer this prohibition 
has been removed and hundreds of 
prisoners have accepted Christ and 
are studying the Scriptures. Bible 
classes have been organized in all 
four of the fire stations of the City 
of. Mexico. A strong Salvation 
Army movement is under way in 
the Federal District. It was begun 
by a converted Mexican govern- 
ment inspector, Sefior Guzman, and 
is taken up wholly with evangelism. 
Recently it was incorporated into 
the Salvation Army at a Salvation 
Army Congress in Atlanta. 











centuries, on foot with their bundle on 
their backs. From eleven departments, 
or counties, 220 delegates were regis- 
tered, most of them from the Cakchiquel 
field. Arranging for their sleeping quar- 
ters was a comparatively simple prob- 
lem, for each brought a mat or blanket.” 

“These isolated, primitive people had 
for years stubbornly resisted any en- 
croachment of the Gospel,’ says Mr. 
Malmstrom. “Several times they warned 
us to stay out of their towns and threat- 
ened our lives if we did not comply. 
The first time Mr. Townsend visited two 
towns, the governor of the department 
advised him to take several men along 
and go heavily armed. He went accom- 
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panied by Christ and armed with the 
Gospel.” 

In 1929 Mr. Cox wrote, relating a visit 
to Ixtahuacan with Mr. Malmstrom: 
“That evening we sat about the fire 
which was kindled on the floor in the 
house of our Indian host. As we sat 
there in the dim light this Indian told 
us that one time four men of the town 
came to kill him, thinking he had ac- 
cepted the Gospel. He proved his loy- 
alty to the ancient customs, and so his 
life was spared.” 

Ten years ago Mr. Townsend sent out 
an appeal for prayer for these people; 
in 1934 followed an appeal for praise be- 
cause “fanatical Ixtahuacan has been 
entered and forty are now believers. In 
those four hamlets are now twenty-six 
families of believers.” 

“At Tzanpoj,” says Mr. Malmstrom, 
“the chief elder pleaded with us to stay 
longer, and when we were obliged to 
leave, tears trickled down his cheeks as 
he and his wife waved farewell to us. 
What a contrast to a few years ago when, 
on a rainy night, the writer with a 
Quiché companion entered the town of 
that elder only to have door after door 
slammed against us and candle after 
candle blown out within the huts.” 


Brief Notes.—The Self-Denial Week of 
the Salvation Army brought in 170,000 
pounds last year for missionary and relief 
work. ... A mosque-building program 
is reported from Egypt. In all cities 
new mosques are to be built and old 
ones repaired. This program will cover 
twenty years and cost a million pounds. 
The number of new mosques is expected 
to reach 200. ... Rome has now one and 
a quarter million inhabitants. Its rapid 
growth has led the Vatican to seek and 
obtain permission to build twenty new 
Catholic churches in newly built sec- 
tions of the city. . . . Drinking saloons 
along the Jaffa road, operated by Jews 
and patronized by British soldiers to 
their harm, are reported. The Paris 
banking family Dreyfus has built a great 
brewery in Palestine with the Moslem 
world in view. ... The British Commit- 
tee for Spanish Relief had brought to 
England and provided for 3,826 Basque 
children and the Salvation Army many 
more, against the protest of the Catholic 
machine. Why then did the Catholic 
Irish not show pity on these little ones, 
or the Vatican, bursting with wealth? 
. . . Two of the Arab leaders banished 
to the Seychelles Islands for making 
trouble in Palestine, Dr. Hussein Fakhri 
Bey Khaladi, Mayor of Jerusalem, and 
Fuad Saba, were both educated in the 
American Mission University at Beirut. 
. .. The present year in Palestine is a 
Sabbatical year, and hence no trees were 
set out on Arbor Day. Orthodox farmers, 
who still follow the Mosaic law in the 
matter, naturally have no income and 
are therefore helped from a special fund. 
The seventh year of land-rest was the 
wise provision for a time without crop 
rotations and commercial fertilizers. ... 
The Roman Catholic Church is to estab- 
lish a great seminary in New Mexico to 
train Mexican priests. Alfred de Roos 
is also planning to spend six months 
in the year evangelizing Mexicans in 
our Southwest together with six months 
in Mexico. . 
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LESSON 5. JULY 31. 


SAMSON: STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Judges, Chapters 13 to 16; printed text, Judges 14:5, 6; 15:11-14; 16:15-21 
Golden Text.—Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.—Eph. 6: 10 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Judges 14:5, 6; 
15:11-14; 16:15-21 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Judges 14:5 Then went Samson down, and his father and his 
mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: 
and, behold, a young lion roared against him. 

6 And the Spirit of the Lorp came mightily upon him, and he 
rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in 
his hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had 
done. 


15:11 Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of 
the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou not that the 
Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that thou hast done 
unto us? And he said unto them, As they did unto me, so have 
I done unto them. 

12 And they said unto him, We are come down to bind thee, 
that we may deliver thee into the hand of the Phiiistines. And 
Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not fall 
upon me yourselves. 

13 And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind 
thee ‘fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely we will 
not kill thee. And they bound him with two new cords, and 
brought him up from the rock. 

14 And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted 
against him: and the Spirit of the Lorp came mightily upon him, 
and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was 
burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. 


16:15 And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, 
when thine heart is not with me? Thou hast mocked me these 
three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength 
lieth. 

16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her 
words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death; 

17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There 
hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a 
Nazarite unto God from my mother’s womb: if I be shaven, 
then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, 
and be like any other man. 

18 And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, 
she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, 
Come up this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. Then 
the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought 
money in their hand. 

19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called 
for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of 
his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went 
from him. 

20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And 
he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other 
times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the Lorp 
was departed from him. 

21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and 
brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of 
brass; and he did grind in the prison house. 


“ % 
The Lesson as a Whole 


the child?” 


earnest question, “How shall we order 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Judges 14:5 Then went Samson down, and his father and his 
mother, to Timnah, and came to the vineyards of Timnah: and, 
behold, a young lion roared against him. 6 And the Spirit of 
Jehovah came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would 
have rent a kid; and he had nothing in his hand: but he told 
not his father or his mother what he had done. 


15:11 Then three thousand men of Judah went down to the 
cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou 
not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what then is this 
that thou hast done unto us? And he said unto them, As they 
did unto me, so have I done unto them. 12 And they said unto 
him, We are come down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee 
into the hand of the Philistines. And Samson said unto them, 
Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon me yourselves. 13 And 
they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind thee fast, 
and deliver thee into their hand: but surely we will not kill 
thee. And they bound him with two new ropes, and brought 
him up from the rock. 

14 When he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they 
met him: and the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon him, 
and the ropes that were upon his arms became as flax that was 
burnt with fire, and his bands ! dropped from off his hands. 


16:15 And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, 
when thy heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me these 
three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength 
lieth. 16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with 
her words, and urged him, that his soul was vexed unto death. 
17 And he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath 
not come a razor upon my head; for I have been a Nazirite unto 
God from my mother’s womb: if I be shaven, then my strength 
will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any 
other man. 

18 And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, 
she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come 
up this once, for ?he hath' told me all his heart. Then the lords 
of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought the money in 
their hand. 19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and 
she called for *a man, and shaved off the seven locks of his 
head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from 
him. 20 And she said, The Philistines are upon thee, Samson. 
And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at 
other times, and shake myself free. But he knew not that 
Jehovah was departed from him. 21 And the Philistines laid 
hold on him, and put out his eyes; and they brought him down 
to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind 
in the prison-house. 


1Heb., were melted. *Or, according to another reading, 
he had told her. *Or, the men. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday Schodél Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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many striking deliverances were 
wrought, but there was no permanent 





By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N MANY respects, the story of Sam- 
| son is one of the saddest in the Bible. 

He began so well. He gained many 
mighty victories. But he failed so ter- 
ribly because he had not learned, as 
Paul did, to keep under his body and 
bring it into subjection (1 Cor. 9:27). 
Therefore he became a castaway for a 
time, though restored at the very last. 
His biography is pregnant with instruc- 
tion for all who profess to know God 
and seek to serve him in any capacity. 
It is a solemn warning against playing 
with sin in any form. 

The parents of Samson were godly 
people and their deep concern for the 
welfare of their son is evident in the 


From the time of his physical maturity 
Samson proved himself incapable of con- 
trolling his body and holding his physi- 
cal appetites in check. He was a brawny 
man of tremendous strength, but overly 
self-indulgent. A Nazarite in outward 
appearance, he knew little of real heart- 
separation to God. Had he been as strong 
in spirit as he was in body, he could 
have accomplished great things for the 
glory of Jehovah and the blessing of 
his people. As it was, his efforts were 
sporadic and not of lasting benefit. Yet 
he was, after all, a man of faith (Heb. 
11:32), but in him the struggle between 
flesh and spirit (Gal. 5:17) was painfully 
manifest. 


The Historical Setting 


Samson’s life story covers about forty 
years from 1161 to 1120 B.C. For twenty 
years he judged Israel, and through him 


victory. His death left the twelve tribes 
in anarchy and confusion, from which 
they were eventually freed by Samuel, 
Saul, and David. 


Verse by Verse 


Judges 14:5.—“The vineyards of Tim- 
nath.” Do not overlook Chapter 13 and 
the previous verses of Chapter 14. Sam- 
son went to Timnath to woo a Philistine 
young woman, much to the disgust and 
chagrin of his parents. However, God 
overruled even this in order to bring 
Samson to the front as the champion of 
Israel’s liberties. A lion roaring against 
him did not affright him, but furnished 
occasion to display his prowess. 

Verse 6—“He had nothing in his 
hand.” This incident shows what Sam- 
son might have been, had his reliance 
always been upon “the Spirit of the 
Lord.” 
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Lesson for July 31 


Chap. 15:11.—“As they did unto me, so 
have I done unto them.” The interven- 
ing verses tell of Samson’s unfortunate 
marriage, his riddle, and some minor 
victories, which served to arouse the 
Philistine host against him, and filled 
Israel with fear. 

Verse 12.—“We are come down to bind 
thee.” The men of Judah demanded 
that he permit them to surrender him 
to the Philistines. He stipulated that 
they must agree not to fall upon him if 
he acquiesced. 

Verse 13.—“They bound him... and 
brought him.” They agreed to his de- 
mand, and so he permitted them to bind 
him fast with two new cords, and thus 
they led him to the Philistine army, a 
hero rejected by his own people, who 
failed to realize that he was sent of 
God to be their deliverer. 


Verse 14—“The Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon him.” When the 
Philistine horde shouted with glee as 
the captive was about to be handed over 
to them, the Spirit of God fell in power 
on the Nazarite-judge, the cords were 
snapped asunder, and snatching up a 
“jaybone of an ass” lying upon the 
ground (v. 15) Samson smote the enemy 
so that he put them all to rout after 
slaying a thousand men. 

Chap. 16:15.—“Thou hast mocked me 
these three times.” We gather from 
Chapter 15:20 to 16:3 that for some 
twenty years Samson lived on a higher 
plane, and was used of God to bless his 
people, as their judge and leader. Then 
came the sad failure in connection with 
Delilah, of whom he became enamored. 


Verse 16—“She pressed him daily.” 
With constant urging she begged him to 
prove his love for her by betraying the 
secret of the Lord, until his determina- 
tion was undermined. 

Verse 17.—“He told her all his heart.” 
At last he revealed the story of his Naz- 
ariteship (and this in a harlot’s house !). 

Verse 18.—“The Philistines ... brought 
money.” Delilah, with all her blandish- 
ments and outward charm, was but a 
black-hearted adventuress, ready to sell 
her paramour for money. 

Verse 19.—“She made him sleep upon 
her knees.” What a comedown for God’s 
Nazarite servant ! 

Verse 20.—“‘As at other times before.” 
The backslider seldom knows his real 
condition. Aroused by Delilah’s cry, 
Samson went out to “shake” himself, 
that is, to exercise his strength as be- 
fore, but his power was gone, though he 
knew it not. 

Verse 21.—“Put out his eyes.” The 
one-time mighty deliverer had no 
strength left to cope with the wary Phil- 
istines, but was overpowered, blinded, 
fettered, and cast into prison. From 
verse 22 to 31 we get the end of the 
story. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Trifling with sin is a terrible mistake, 
and will bring dire consequences at last. 
Had Samson walked before God in self- 
judgment, keeping under his body and 
bringing it into subjection (1 Cor. 9:27), 
he would undoubtedly have been the 
greatest of all the judges of Israel. As 
it was, because of self-indulgence, he 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. July 31.—Samson: Strength and Weak- 
BOG sow ssivs Judges, Chapters 13 to 16 

6. August 7.—Ruth: Adventurous Faith. 
Book of Ruth 

7. August 14.—The Relation of Temper- 

ance to Character (A personal as- 

pect of temperance). Proverbs 4:10- 
23; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 

8 August 21.— Hannah: Godly Mother- 


|. SEP err ee ee 1 Samuel 1:1 to 2:10 
9. August 28.—Eli: Responsibility for 

RENE os 5 oA KK ve yes 1 Samuel 2:12 to 4:18 
10. September 4.—Samuel: Spiritual Re- 

Ss eRe Oe ees hor 1 Samuel 7:1-17 


11. September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 

1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28:3-25; 
31:1-10 

12. September 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 

ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 


18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 

13. September 25—David: Triumphant 
er eee Cees Psalms 23 and 27 








became a “castaway,” that is, he was 
set aside as a servant, disapproved of 
God, and obliged to learn in bitterness 
of soul, in the house of bondage, the 
folly of his course. He stands out upon 
the page of holy Scripture as a beacon 
light to all who would serve the Lord 
and his people, calling them to “abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war against 
the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). A holy minister 
is a tremendous weapon in the hand of 
God, but an unholy man, who seeks to 
lead in divine things, will have to prove 
that God “will be sanctified in them that 
come nigh” him (Lev. 10:3). He will 
not cover up iniquity in those who 
profess his name. 
Lesson Outlines 
THE NAZARITE 
Judges 13:7; Numbers 6:1-21 

Separated to the Lord (Num. 6:2) 

Abstaining from the fruit of the vine, 
symbol of earthly joy (vs. 3, 4) 

Wear his hair long, the sign of sub- 
jection (v. 5; 1 Cor. 11:6-15) 

Undefiled by the dead (vs. 6, 7) 

Holy in all his ways (v. 8) 

SAMSON, A CASTAWAY 
His Start 

Godly parentage (Judges 13:2, 3) 

Devoted to the Lord (13:5) 

A good up-bringing (13:24) 

Moved by the Spirit of God (13:25) 

His Failure 

An unscriptural marriage (Chap. 14: 
1-20) 

A vindictive spirit (Chap. 15:1-7) 

Fleshly lust yielded to (Chap. 16:1) 

The same sin repeated (16:4) 

The secret of the Lord revealed (16: 
17) 

The unconscious backslider (16:20) 

The blinded captive (16:21) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Nazarite. All the people of Is- 
rael were called to holiness of life, but 
the Nazarite had taken a vow, which 
meant exceptional devotedness. To this, 
Samson was set apart from his birth. 

The Philistines. These were Israel’s 
hereditary enemies. They were of Egyp- 
tian origin (Gen. 10:14) and claimed 
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the land for themselves, calling it after 
their own name. Palestine is really 
Philistia, meaning migration, or wan- 
dering. They typify men of the world 
taking up a religious profession, but who 
know nothing of spiritual realities. 

God’s Sovereignty. God can overrule 
our blunders and even our sins, as in 
the case of Samson’s Philistine marriage. 
But we will never have the same bless- 
ing that might be ours if acting in im- 
plicit obedience to his Word. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Do we who are the children of Chris- 
tian parents value as we should the in- 
struction and godly care in which we 
have been fostered? 

Do we imagine we can trifle with sin 
and never be found out, forgetting that 
fleshly lusts destroy spiritual power? 

Are we careful to avoid the least ap- 
pearance of evil, that so we may be kept 
from graver sin? 

Do we keep our bodily appetites in 
subjection, instead of allowing them to 
bring us into subjection? 

Samson never seems to have judged 
the first departure from God. Are we 
careful to keep short accounts with him? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 
Samson’s life story is a solemn remin- 
der that it never pays to trifle with sin. 
The Nazarite who became defiled lost 
all the time of his former separation 
(see Num. 6:12). 


Twenty years of comparative faithful- 
ness to God were practically blotted out 
by a few days of self-indulgence, in 
Samson’s case. 


If defiled, one must begin all over 
again by self-judgment and the cleansing 
of the Word. 

Sin is a hard taskmaster, but always 
pays wages to the uttermost farthing. 

The separated believer may seem, in 
the eyes of the worldling, to lose out for 


the moment, but he is the gainer for 
eternity. 


Ungodly teachers decry self-repres- 
sion as baneful, and urge their deluded 
disciples to act on their evil tendencies; 
but the Lord Jesus taught us that the 
path of self-denial is the road to health, 
happiness, and blessing. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT is a Nazarite? 


2. What was Samson’s first mistake? 

3. Why did God use Samson when his 
Ways were so unholy? 

4. Is there any evidence that Samson was 
really a child of God? 

5. Why did not God protect Samson from 
the Philistines? 

6. What is the outstanding lesson of Same 
son’s life? 

7. What is meant by a castaway? 

8. When a Christian has failed by sinful 
indulgence, how may he get right? 

9. Will God ever use one again who has 
dishonored his name publicly? 


10. Was God vindictive when he used 
Samson to destroy the Philistines? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 509 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are nguyen 4 having to be rejected by_ the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Secret of Holding On.—Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might 
(Golden Text). Mr. Addison Raws of 
Keswick, N. J., was crossing a crowded 
street in Philadelphia. He had hold of 
the hand of his little boy, and the latter 
lost his footing. Mr. Raws just held him 
up until they were across. “I hanged 
on, Daddy,” he said as they reached the 
far side of the street. Yes, he had. But 
his father had first “hanged” on to him. 
—From Christ Life. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


“When Other Helpers Fail.”—Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might (Golden Text). “Your best friend 
could do nothing more for you now,” 
said one to a soldier in the World War 
who was found among the wounded at 
the close of a day’s battle. Three hun- 
dred injured men were on the field; and 
this man had his right leg and hip shat- 
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tered. Covered with blood; he was also 
racked with pain. But the man raised 
his eyes to the speaker, and his face 
brightened as he murmured: “TI think 
he can, sir.” “Who?” asked the officer in 
surprise. ‘The Lord Jesus Christ,” whis- 
pered the dying soldier; and on the 
blood-stained face there came the look 
of perfect peace.—Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D. Lacona, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


How to Stand.—Be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might (Golden 
Text). Who can stand alone? A min- 
ister traveling on a Continental train was 
the sole occupant of a compartment, save 
for a young man reading a newspaper. 
The youth was also a Christian, but so 
weak was his faith, and so many were 
his temptations, that he told the minister 
he did not think he would be able to 
stand life a week longer. The minis- 
ter took from his pocket a Bible and a 
penknife, and said, “See, I will make 
this penknife stand up on the cover of 
this Bible, in spite of the rocking of the 
train.” The young man, thinking this 
was some conjuring trick, watched the 
proceeding with interest, saying, “I am 
afraid that it will not be very easy to 
do that, sir.” “But,” said the minister, 
“I am doing it.” “Oh, but you are hold- 
ing it,” retorted his fellow passenger. 
“Why, of course! Did you ever hear of 
a penknife standing up on its end with- 
out being held up?” “I see,” was the 
young man’s comment: “I see; you mean 
that I cannot stand unless Christ holds 
me. Thank you for reminding me of 
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that.”—From The Christian Herald, Lon- 
don. Sent by Katherine MacDonald, 
Omaha, Neb. 


Why Fullness Doesn’t Last.—And she 
said, The Philistines be upon thee, Sam- 
son. And he awoke out of his sleep, and 
said, I will go out as at other times be- 
fore, and shake myself. And he wist not 
that the Lord was departed from him 
(Judges 16:20). Most of us fit the de- 
scription of the old woman quoted by 
Charles M. Alexander at Northfield. 
Down in Tennessee, Alexander said there 
was once a meeting of intense power, 
and one of the variety of disciples who 
blew hot and cold, who was revived at 
each annual revival and who backslid 
in the interim, was praying in the assem- 
bly with a great burst of emotion. There 
was’ present an old woman who knew 
him well, who read correctly his charac- 
ter, and had witnessed his many revivals 
and backslidings. So when he suddenly 
burst into prayer for the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit to be given him, the old 
woman emphatically cried: “Don’t you 
do it, Lord. He leaks!”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. E. M. Chase, Kan- 
sas City, Kans. 


A Fatal Point.—And he wist not that 
the Lord was departed from him (v. 20). 
On the banks of Niagara, where the 
rapids begin to swell and swirl- most 
desperately preparatory to their final 
plunge, is.a signboard which bears the 
following _ sign: “Past Redemption 
Point.” Even while one feels the firm 
soil beneath his feet, a shiver of horror 
passes through one’s soul as he looks 
off upon the turbulent waters, and re- 
alizes the full significance of the sign, 
“Past Redemption Point.” None can go 
back if past that point.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


Having a Good Time.—But the Philis- 
tines took him (v. 21). A small boy had 
jumped defiantly into a forbidden canal 
and was splashing the water violently. 
“What are you doing bathing there?” 
cried a policeman. “I’m not bathing; I’m 
drowning !” gasped the boy. Many who 
think they are having a good time in 
vacations they choose are simply going 
under.—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by Roger J. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast given us many, many warnings in 
the Word concerning the weaknesses to which 
we are subject. Thou hast made plain to 
us the wiles of Satan, so far as we need to 
know them, and thou hast set before us the 
elements that enter into the strength that is 
from thee. How easily we have fallen before 
temptations when we have been willing to 
listen to the voice of the Tempter! So easy 
it is to pass from strength to weakness that 
we are very uncertain and variable if we 
have not surrendered our wills to thee, and 
are not resting in thee for victory in the test- 
ing times. Help us in this lesson to see the 
real menace of our weaknesses, and to turn 
to thee with humble confidence in thy merci- 
ful provision for our victory in thee in these 
crisis times. We ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How quickly a man 
can pass from strength to weakness! 
How quickly weaknesses take charge and 
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Lesson for July 31 


so lay hold of a life that they ruin any 
human strength, no matter how wonder- 
ful that strength was! The Golden Text 
has a clear, straight message for us to- 
day in contrast to the terrible calamity 
set forth in this lesson in the life of that 
man who was so strong, and yet so weak. 
Shall we say the text together? “Be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might.” We in this school have been 
taught the Scriptures. We have learned 
much of God’s ways with man, and his 
loving purposes for his children. We 
have been taught a great deal about 
where the dangers lie along our way, 
and yet we are so likely to stumble and 
utterly fail, even when we know the 
way by which that can be prevented. 
When we feel strong in our own 
strength, we are just inviting weaknesses 
to take charge. The apostle Paul said, 
“ ... for when I am weak, then am I 
strong.” He leaves us in no doubt as 
to where his strength came from. Shall 
we not rest in the Lord for his strength, 
and let him take care of the weaknesses 
by his own presence, enabling us to meet 
life, with all its problems, with a joyous 
triumph in him? Let us pray. 





"TRIUMPH IN ‘Tfjne¢ 
IN HIS STENGTH 











The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Changing Times.—The Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon him 
(Judges 14:6). Of all the Old Testa- 
ment stories there are probably none 
that stir and fire the youthful imagina- 
tion like the history of Samson. He 
meets the lion—alas for Mr. Leo. That 
suggests a riddle that could not be 
guessed in three days. Fooled by his 
wife. His first experience, which has 
tmade him the champion dupe of sacred 
history. 

And how we fellers in the “Boys’ 
Class” enjoyed the way Samson got 
even! Never before or since a fox chase 
like that. One hundred and fifty pairs 
of foxes with red flaming torches to 
their tails. Is this where the fox hunters 
get the suggestion for their red coats! 

Well, the tin can to the dog’s tail 
(before S. P. C. A. days) was nothing 
in comparison to this exhibition. Then 
the carrying off the gates of the city 
and defeating an army with a jawbone 
were all in a day’s work with Samson 
(Matt. 6:34). 

In boyhood these escapades of Sam- 
son were my thrillers, but when I be- 
came older I said, “To what was Sam- 
son’s power due?” Here in our text is 
the answer, “The Spirit of the Lord... 
upon him.” 

Yes, I thought the same as you are 
doing. But do not forget when you pick 
Samson up and set him down in the civ- 
ilization of 1938 he does not look so good. 
Neither does that jawbone in compari- 
son with the machine gun. Defects of 
A. D. 1938 would look like virtues 1141 
B.C. (I would have been expelled from 
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school if pictures current in modern 
magazines had been found in my posses- 
sion.) 

As compared.with a heathen Canaanite 
offering up human sacrifices, Samson 
was a devout saint. And so the Spirit 
of the Lord went with Samson as with 
the stern old Puritan who hung old 
women for witches, Quakers for heretics, 
and drove Roger Williams into the 
Rhode Island wilderness. (Acts 17:30.) 


The Secret of Samson’s Strength.— 
When she pressed him daily (16:16). 
Samson told her, as every Sunday school 
boy knows, that the secret of his strength 
was in his long hair. But I have no 
doubt that Samson knew where his 
strength really came from that day just 
as surely as he knew the source of it 
when he asked it back in his blindness 
and despair. Here it is: 

“O Lord God, remember me” (Judges 
16:27, 28). 

There was in later years another man 
facing death in torture and despair and 
he made this same cry, “Lord, remem- 
ber me” (Luke 23:42). 

Attention is called to the fact that 
these prayers from two men, nearly 1,200 
years apart, were answered at once. That 
is to say, you don’t have to make long 
prayers to get results. Heaven seems 
to like telegrams as well as news letters ! 

Samson, like many another strong 
man, lost his strength when he lost his 
morals. Sin is a great maker of weak- 
lings. Many have been champions of 
this or that sport, hailed as national 
heroes. They drop out of the newspaper, 
and the next we learn of them is that 
their locks have been shorn by self-in- 
dulgence. 

It is the business of the college coach 
to produce a winning team. Strength is 
a prime requisite with ball or boating. 
The fellow who does not make the 
“Varsity,” even though an athlete to a 
superlative degree, is often the fellow 
who lacks the moral fiber and lets his 
locks be shorn. 

There is a much closer connection be- 
tween bodily strength and moral 
strength than is generally supposed. 
Medicine and Insurance recognize this. 
So does Business. 

This is why the Christian young man 
who has his morals teamed up with re- 
ligion is apt to be the favored one. That 
is to say, it is the morally strong young 
fellow who does the climbing toward the 
top in worldly concerns. His religion 
protects his locks from the scissors ! 


The World’s Prison Houses.—He did 
grind in the prison house (v. 21). I have 
an idea Samson learned something in 
his Philistine captivity. These Philis- 
tines seem to have been among the 
smartest people of that period, and they 
knew that Samson’s strength did not lie 
so much in his hair as in his God. 

Note these significant words in verse 
20. “And he wist not that the Lord was 
departed from him. (1 Sam. 18:12; Psa. 
33: 16.) 

It looks as though Samson had had also 
an idea his long hair was the source of his 
strength. But in his prison house he had 
a chance to think things through to the 
end, and he found that what he had was 
given him by God. 

Because of this, when the right mo- 
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ment came, “the psychological moment,” 
as the professor would say, Samson knew 
where to go for his lost strength. And 
the strength was given at once in return 
for two words, “Remember me.” 

Samson is not the last one to find the 
way to power in a “prison house.” There 
are other “prison houses” than those of 
stone and metal. There is the prison 
house of circumstance. Sometimes we 
say the man or woman was “handi- 
capped.” Blindness, Poverty, Accident, 
Disease are four such. 

History and hiography are full of 
striking examples. Fanny Crosby became 
blind at the age of six weeks, yet in her 
ninety-third year she had written 5,900 
hymns for which the Biglow and Main 
Company had paid her; Hubert P. Main 
estimated that she had written for other 
publishers and friends 2,700 more; and 
her biographer, S. T. Jackson, says there 
is no doubt her hymns and poems total 
over 8,000. Among these are such be- 
loved hymns as “Draw Me Nearer,” 
“Safe in the Arms of Jesus,” “Rescue the 
Perishing,” and “Saved by Grace.” 

This page could be filled with notable 
names of men and women who have 
come up out of the “prison house.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethe! S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How to Build the Picture 
The temple of Dagon, a great building, 
with a crowd in it, and a crowd on the 
roof, and poor blind Samson, standing be- 
tween the pillars, pulling down the tem- 
ple. Teach the Golden Text. 











NE more judge of Israel for today’s 

lesson. Samson is his name. He 
was a man with a very strong body, so 
strong that he once carried away a city 
gate with the great posts to which it 
was fastened. But when the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon him, he had more 
power than ever. He killed a lion with 
his hands. He slew a thousand men 
with the jawbone of an ass. God used 
him to free Israel from the Philistines, 
and he was a judge of Israel for twenty 
years. ' 

But even with his great strength of 
body, he was very weak in other ways. 
An angel had told his mother and father 
about him before he was born, that he 
was to be a Nazarite, set apart for God’s 
service all his life, and he was to drink 
no strong drink, neither was he to cut 
his. hair at any time. 

A woman coaxed him to tell her how 
anyone could bind him so he couldn’t 
get away, for he always broke the ropes 
and chains put around him. This woman 
whose name was Delilah, pretended she 
loved Samson, and he loved her, but she 
really was his bitter foe. 

First Samson told her if he was bound 
with seven green branches from a tree 
or vine, he would not be able to break 
them. So when he was asleep, she bound 
him, and then called to him and told 
him the Philistines were after him. And 
he broke the green branches. 

Again Samson told her new ropes 
would hold him, but he broke them, and 
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then he told her if she braided his long 
hair and fastened it down with a spike, 
he couldn’t get away. But when she 
called him, he got up and walked away 
with the spike. 

Then Delilah wept and begged and 
said he didn’t love her if he lied to her 
so, and at last poor, weak, foolish Sam- 
son told her to cut his hair and he would 
be no stronger than any man. So she 
cut his hair, and the Philistines took him 
and put out his eyes and bound him with 
chains of brass, and made him grind 
corn in the prison. 

Was Samson’s strength in his hair? 
No, the Lord gave him his great strength, 
and his long hair was the sign of his 
being set apart to God’s service. When 
he told Delilah to cut his hair if she 
wanted to get rid of his strength, he was 
untrue to God and his vow of dedication, 
and God didn’t give him any strength 
to defend himself against the Philistines. 

Of course the Philistines thought they 
were through with Samson, when he was 
a poor blind prisoner. But Samson still 
loved God, and his hair began to grow. 

The Philistines had a great feast for 
their god Dagon, and they sent to the 
prison and brought Samson up to make 
sport for them, while they praised their 
god for delivering Samson into their 
hands. The temple was full of people 
and there were about three thousand 
people on the roof. While they laughed 
at Samson, he asked the lad who was 
leading him to put his hands on the pil- 
lars that held up the temple, so he could 
lean on them. He called unto God, “O 
Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, 
and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this 
once, O God.” And he took hold of the 
pillars with all his might, and down 
came the temple with all the people, 
killing thousands of them, and ending 
the life of Samson, the weak, strong man. 

MopestTo, Catir. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Strongest Man. 
Discussion: Short cuts and self-indul- 
gences that are dangerous. 
Objective: Keeping in close touch with 
the Holy Spirit. 











S* fellows, here is the way the Old 
Testament quiz used to go when I 
was a kid: Who was the first man? 
Adam. Who was the oldest man? Methu- 
selah. Who was the meekest man? 
Moses. Who was the wisest man? Solo- 
mon. Who was the strongest man? Sam- 
son. And of all those top-liners none 
interested me so much as Samson. 
Samson’s amazing exploits of physical 
strength thrilled me through and 
through. The way he slew that lion: 
why, with his bare hands he tore the 
lion to pieces as he might have done 
a kid (see Judges 14:4, 6). He slew 
thirty men, singlehanded at Ashkelon. 
Next, he caught three hundred foxes 
and tied their tails together and set a 
firebrand to each pair and turned them 
loose in the cornfields of the Philistines, 
doing great damage, destroying the corn, 
olive trees, and vineyards. I have 
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worked hard all night long, on horseback 
and on foot, with five other fellows and 
a pack of hounds, trying to catch one 
fox, without success. And even after 
Samson caught three hundred foxes the 
task of tying their tails together, attach- 
ing the firebrands and distributing them 
to the many fields, must have been one 
requiring not only strength, but mar- 
velous dexterity and ingenuity. But 
that is not yet the peak of Samson’s as- 
tounding activities. 

Bound as a prisoner, by his own consent, 
and delivered to his enemies, he sud- 
denly wrenched his bonds loose and 
picking up the only weapon he could 
find — the jawbone of an ass —slew one 
thousand Philistines, and piled them 
“heaps upon heaps.” Again, when he 
was trapped in the city of Gaza and his 
enemies Iccked the huge gates, his only 
way of escape, he arose in the night, 
lifted the gates from their foundations, 
and carried the ponderous doors, posts 
and all, to the top of a hill, thirty miles 
away! 48Vhat a sardonic grin he must 
have had on his face when he set them 
down, then leisurely passed on his way. 

But his closing exploit capped them 


all, when with his eyes plucked out he 


grasped the two main supporting pillars 
of the great playhouse where he had 
been brought to be made sport of, and 
pulled them down, causing the building 
to collapse, killing thousands of men and 
women who had thought that he in his 
blindness could do them no harm. Sam- 
son, himself, perished in the crash, but 
the record states: “So the dead which 
he slew at his death were more than 
they which he slew in his life.” 

Samson gives one the impression of a 
colossal butcher. He spilled gallons and 
gallons of human blood. Time after time, 
year after year, he made the very air 
to resound with groans of the dying. 

Yet, fellows, Samson was ordained and 
endowed of God to do him a great serv- 
ice. He was to “begin to deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Philistines” (13: 
5). Samson was the instrument in God’s 
hands to punish the enemies of God’s 
people. So, in appraising Samson’s acts 
we must do so in the light of his times, 
and in the crudeness and the violence 
of the age in which he lived—an age 
when “every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes” (21:25) —as well 
as what the record itself states. Sam- 
son’s name is enrolled in the “Heroes 
of the Faith” listed in the eleventh chap- 
ter of Hekrews, and it is distinctly shown 
that “the Spirit of the Lord” was upon 
Samson when he performed those Hercu- 
lean deeds of strength. No mere human 
being could do what he did, without the 
supernatural power of God. 

However, there is a fine lesson for us 
here if we will heed it. Samson’s great 
power was largely wasted — worse than 
wasted. Much of it was spent in the 
indulgence of his whims and his fleshly 
appetite. He won great victories in God’s 
strength; but when in his own weakness 
he indulged, he suffered defeat. The 
Spirit of God was not upon him when 
he went to Gaza, nor did the Spirit of 
God cause him to form the attachment 
to Delilah. This last debauch brought 
him to the calamity which ended in his 
tragic death. He dropped the connec- 
tion with the Spirit of God, and that 
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great life of power went into a tail spin. 
As I write this, the newsboys are cry- 
ing “Extra” in the streets. A magnifi- 
cent $80,000 Lockheed plane, built for, 
and on the way to be delivered to, the 
Northwestern Airways, has crashed in 
Mint Canyon and the nine occupants lie 
mangled and burned in the wreck on 
the mountainside. That was not the de- 
sign of the builder; rather, it was in- 
tended to be a servant of human need 
and a promoter of human joy, carrying 
passengers to happy home-comings and 
messages of peace. But the reports tell 
us the pilot had decided to take a course 
across the Sierra Madres which would 
be for a time “off the beam’ —a short 
cut. The tragic result quickly followed. 
Listen, fellows: God has ordained you 
to a great life of service. He has en- 
dowed you with a marvelous equipment 
— body, mind, and spirit. Your spirit is 
that which connects with the “beam” — 
the Spirit of God. As long as you stay 
“on the beam” you will go on to mighty 
exploits for him. Avoid the short cuts 
which take you “off the beam.” You 
are then on your own, at your peril. 
Newark, N. J. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








Sanson: STRENGTH My WEAKNESS 




















Lesson for July 31 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 505) 


1. He was one separated wholly -to God 
(see Num. 6). 

2. Forming an alliance in marriage which 
was forbidden by the Word of God. 

3. He is sovereign and he overruled many 
of Samson’s acts for the good of Israel. 

4. Yes. He is numbered among the heroes 
of faith in Hebrews 11. 

5. He allows his failing servants to suffer 
the results of their own sins. 

6. The importance of holy living and the 
denial of self. 

7. One who is disapproved, and so set to 
one side as a useless servant. 

8. By repentance and confession and a 
whole-hearted yielding of himself to God 
for the future. 

9. Perhaps never to the same extent that 
he might have been used, but as he under- 
took for Samson, so will he take up any 
who sincerely turn to him. 

10. No. God loves the individual soul, 
and will save all who trust him; but as 
governor of the universe he punishes 
nations for their iniquity here on earth. 


My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To present to the girls the differ- 
ence between living in their own strength 
and in the strength of the living Christ. 

Activity—Review on class maps the 
countries which were subdued by the 
Israelites during the period of the Judges: 
Mesopotamia, Moab, Canaan, Midian, 
Ammon, Philistia. Prepare this diagram 


as suggested below: 
Natural human life + Eternal life 


Spiritual 
Moral 
Mental 
Physical 


Memory Verse.—‘‘He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty; and he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 
a city” (Prov. 16:32). 








’ 





IRLS, how high are your ideals? Are 
you reaching them? Once when this 
question was asked of a group of young 
people, the answer was given, “If we 
could reach our ideals, they would not 
be very high.” How does that answer 
compare with another remark, “Some 
people place their ideals so high that 
failure is inevitable’? Paul said, “I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing.” Now find his 
conclusion (Rom. 7:24, 25). Yes, man 
in his human nature is doomed to failure, 
but, praise God, there is a remedy! 
Perhaps we can understand this from 
the study of a diagram. (On heavy card- 
board draw the four steps, and name 
them in order from the lowest to the 
highest: “Physical, Mental, Moral, Spir- 
itual.”) The first three of these steps 
represent phases of our human nature, 
received at birth and developed as we 
grow. How high on this scale can man 
go on human power? With the very best 
opportunities that earth has to offer man 
can go only as high as the third step. 
Why? 
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(The teacher may place a cross at the 
edge of the fourth step and write “Eter- 
nal life” above it.) 

Failure to reach worthy ideals is in- 
evitable only when people who seek 
them try to push the cross of Christ out 
of their path and climb to the spiritual 
level through social service, right think- 
ing, or some other human means. The 
Christ of Calvary stands at the entrance 
to the plane of eternal life, and before 
we can reach that plane, we must ac- 
knowledge him as our Saviour. Now can 
you more clearly understand John 10: 
9, 10 and Revelation 3:20, 21? 

Here, though, is another consideration. 
While the spiritual nature has been given 
to each child of God, he still retains his 
human nature with its physical, mental, 
and moral areas. A born-again person 
can live on any one or several of the 
four planes. The choice is his. 

Samson, the hero of our lesson, was a 
young man with high ideals. He was a 
Nazarite, separated for the service of 
God, and commissioned for a definite 
task (Judges 13:5; Num. 6). By faith in 
God, Samson had. been admitted to the 
fourth plane of life (Heb. 11:32-35), but 
where did he usually live? “The Spirit 


‘of the Lord began to move him at times” 


(Judges 13:25). At other times he was 
just human, self-centered Samson. 

One day he went home from a trip into 
enemy territory and told his mother and 
father that he had found a Philistine 
woman whom he wanted for a wife. In 
spite of God’s warning (Deut. 7:3), and 
the counsel of his parents (Judges 14: 
3), Samson insisted, “She pleaseth me 
well.” Then down went Samson, just 
as we all go down into human, sinful 
planes of living when we do those things 
which merely please us well. 

Let us check Samson’s assets and 
liabilities. (List these on the black- 
board.) 

Assets: 1. A godly mother and father 
(Judges 13:8, 88, 23). 2. Tremendous 
physical strength (14:5, 6). 3. Great 
courage (15:11-14). 4. Intelligent judg- 
ment (15:20). 5. High ideals (16:17). 6. 
“The Spirit of the Lord” (13:25; 14:6, 19; 
15:14). 7. Samson’s tragic death was 
used to glorify God (16:30; Rom. 8:28). 

Liabilities: 1. Samson evidently 
thought his parents were “too old-fash- 
ioned” to understand “modern youth” 
(Judges 14:3). 2. Samson was strong in 
body, yet too weak in character to re- 
sist temptation (16:15-21). 3. He was 
conceited and enjoyed “showing off” his 
ability (16:6-14). 4. Though he wisely 
judged others, he lacked judgment in 
settling his own problems. Notice his 
childish “T’ll get even with you” attitude 
(15:4, 5). 5. Samson permitted evil com- 
panions and worldly desires to shatter 
spiritual ideals (15:11; 16:1-3). 6. Al- 
though he possessed “the Spirit of the 
Lord,” Samson did not permit the Lord 
to control him (16:20). No wonder his 
companions failed to recognize God’s 
Spirit in his life (16:15). 7. In his hu- 
man life Samson had to reap the con- 
sequences of his sins (Num. 32:23; Gal. 
6:7). 

Now check your own life with that of 
Samson. 1. How are you honoring and 
obeying your parents? (Eph. 6:1, 2; Prov. 
12:15.) 2. What remedy is given in the 
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Memory Verse for a hasty temper? 
(Prov. 16:32.) 3. Are you trusting in the 
Lord as the source of your ability? (Eph. 
6:10.) 4. What attitude should replace 
the spirit of “getting even”? (Rom. 12: 
19-21.) 5. What must you do in order 
to reach your ideals? (Heb. 12:1, 2.) 
6. Can others tell that your life is con- 
trolled by Christ? (Rom. 8:1; Col. 3:3.) 
7. What remedy has been provided for 
our shortcomings? (1 John 2:1.) 

Next Sunday we shall enjoy one of the 
most beautiful love stories in the world, 
the story of Ruth. As you read it dur- 
ing the week, mark the verses that pre- 
sent a special message to you. Learn 
Deuteronomy 4:35b. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


Taian, Shantung, China 
War torn China lifts appealing hands. Won't you hel 
with your prayers and gifts to rescue all we can for Christ 
ee This faith work, one of the largest Chris- 
ap. tian institutions in the Orient, rescues 
*4 homeless waifs who are transformed into 
} useful young men and women ready for 
service in Christ’s Kingdom. 

Free booklet, ‘‘Hetpinc Curna’‘s 
Hevpvess” tells how God Ied Rev. and 
Mrs. 9 to open the Home and how 
He has blessed the work. Write today 
for FREE COPY. 

HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
American Office: 2611 N. Racine Ave, 
hicago, fll. 
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cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
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thousands of missionary children have received a 
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ool...in remote missions all over the wor! 
Write for your cong, foeny. Read how Calvert 
hool extension courses pre- 
pare children so successfull 
that they take advance stand- 
ing when they enter school — 
even though they have never 
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fore! There is no obligation. 
Please give child’s age when 
writing. 
CALVERT SCHOOL 
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60 W. Tuscany Road 
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Children at Home 





Bob Has Callers 


A true story 
By Frederick Hall 


om put the telephone receiver to her 
ear. 

“Tell your mother” — The voice at 
the other end was her grandpa’s “ — that 
I am coming past there in a few minutes, 
and I want to take you out to see Bob.” 

He hung up before she could ask him 
who Bob was, so when he drove up in 
front of the house and she ran out to 
‘get in, that was the first question she 
asked him. 

‘IT haven’t seen him yet myself,” 
Grandpa answered as he started the car, 
“but the other day I heard about him, 
and I made up my mind we ought to 
see him. He lives out in the hills, near 
Uncle Eldridge.” 

And that was all he would tell; but 
Joan knew about Uncle Eldridge. He 
lived in a log cabin and was “uncle” 
to every one, even Grandpa. 

They went down the long hill} across 
the creek, and turned to the right on 
a dirt road. Beyond some thick woods 
was another creek with no bridge this 
time, and the car had to go right through 
the water. On the other side stood 
Uncle Eldridge’s cabin, and he was out 
in the yard—a tall man, with heavy, 
white hair. 

“Howdy,” he said; and Grandpa said, 
“Howdy,” and told him they had come 
out to see Bob. 

“Well,” said Uncle Eldridge, “I reckon 
he’s around here some place. We'll see.” 

He picked up a hoe and went out into 
his little garden patch and stood there 
among the growing things, while they 
watched him from the other side of the 
fence. He whistled once, then again, 
then a third time, and in answer a pert, 
fat robin perched on a fence post and 
looked at him with its head on one side. 

“All right,” called Uncle Eldridge. 
“Here we go, Bob.” 

He began hoeing, and, while Joan 
watched in amazement, the bird lighted 
at his feet, and, as fast as he uncovered 
worms, gobbled them up, never stop- 
ping once, paying not the slightest at- 
tention to anything else, and if the dig- 
ging stopped for one moment, looking up 
as if to say: 

“Well, what’s the trouble? You are 
not going to stop at that, I hope!” 

When he had eaten as much as any 
robin ought to eat, they left him —still 
looking for more—and went back 
toward the cabin and sat down under an 
apple tree. 

“This is the second year,” Uncle EIl- 
dridge told them, “that Bob and I have 
been good friends. I saw him first one 
day last spring. He sat perched on that 
fence there, watching me. I thought he 
looked hungry, and I tossed him a worm. 
He ate it. Next day he came again, and 
after that I fed him every day. Later 
he got so tame— Why, sometimes he’d 
crowd in till I had to stop work for fear 
I would hit him with the hoe.” 

“Have you ever trained other birds 
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to do the same thing?” Grandpa asked 
him. 

“Well, no,” Uncle Eldridge sighed. 
“And really, though I hate to admit it, 
it’s Bob’s fault. If I ever tried it, he 
always drove the other bird off. He’s 
greedy, and selfish, and foolish. Worms! 
Why, we’ve got enough on this place for 
a thousand birds; but I can’t seem to 
make Bob see it. Sometimes I’ve been 
mad at him, it was so stupid, and then 
I’d say, ‘Sho! Why, he’s just a bird, and 
some humans are powerful selfish.’ ”’ 

“Do you think,” Joan asked him, “that 
I could train a robin to come close to 
me and eat that way?” 

Uncle Eldridge looked down at her 
and smiled. 

“Well, now, why not?” he said. “I 
wouldn’t wonder the least mite. You 
know, I’ve found out some things, living 
all these years in these mountains, and 
one of them is this: it’s simply amazing 
the things that can be done with pa- 
tience and kindness.” 

Berea, Ky. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 7. What Am I Like? Rom. 17:15-25; 
Luke 14:28-33. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, July 31 


Equal Opportunity for All 
(Psa. 72:1-14) 





Mon.—Born in slavery (Exod. 2:1-10). 

Tues.—God has a place for all (Rom. 10: 
12). 

Wed.—Equal before the law (Rom. 13: 
1-8). 

Thurs.—Original equality (Gen. 1:26). 

Fri.—Equal in death (Eccles. 12:7). 

Sat.—Use what opportunities we have 
(Matt. 25:14-30). 











ANY folks are heartily in favor of 

equality, until the call comes to 
them to give up something in order 
that others may share it. You may 
have heard the story of the Negro who 
was preaching socialism to his friend 
Sambo. 

“Do you mean to say,” asked Sambo, 
“that if you had two farms you would 
give me one?” 

“Ah sutinty would,” responded his 
friend. 

“If you had two automobiles, would 
you give me one?” persisted Sambo. 

“Ah sutinly would,” continued his 
friend. 

“If you had two mules, would you 
give me one?” Sambo still persisted. 

“Go long, Sambo,” replied his friend. 
“You know I got two mules !” 

9g 

Nevertheless, if we believe God’s 
Word we must recognize that “God is 
no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34). 
He makes his “sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5: 
45). He is “not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
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pentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). Paul reminds 
us that, in Christ Jesus, “there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncir- 
cumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free: but Christ is all, and in all” (Col. 
3:11). 

Since it is God’s will, then, that all 
should have an equal opportunity, why 
is it that there is so much injustice and 
inequality in the world? The answer is 
found in a very small word, — “sin.” 
Man can only have and enjoy the best 
that God has for him when he obeys 
God and meets the conditions that God 
imposes. This is not unreasonable. The 
conditions are simple and within the 
reach of all. They are designed to help 
a man, not to hinder him. But when 
man through willfulness, pride, greed, 
or arrogance refuses to accept God’s 
simple conditions, then inequality and 
injustice result. 

Sometimes the results of man’s sin 
fall not only on the guilty but on the 
innocent. This is inevitable when men 
live together in human society, until 
God intervenes and sets thifigs straight. 
Many have complained against and have 
criticized God because he has not step- 
ped in, long ago, and enforced his right- 
eous, holy laws and compelled man to 
treat his neighbor as himself. But when 
we thus criticize God, we forget that 
tc do this God would have to bring im- 
mediate judgment upon many thousands 
of men. He is longsuffering, and his 
patience cannot be exhausted in a few 
years, and who are we with our short 
vision of a brief lifetime to dare to com- 
plain against the One who sees the end 
from the beginning, and whose ways are 
infinite wisdom, patience, and love? 

$4 

But his Word also brings us, in the 
lesson chosen for this week, a picture 
of that time when God will step in and 


-right the wrongs of this old world. 


The Seventy-second Psalm, from which 
our Scripture lesson is taken, begins by 
pointing to the king’s Son, who is to 
judge his people in righteousness (vs. 1, 
2). When the Lord Jesus returns to 
this earth to set up his millennial king- 
dom, then and only then will an abso- 
lutely righteous government be estab- 
lished. His reign will be as welcome 
and refreshing as the rain from heaven 
in its cooling moisture to parched fields 
and pastures. Peace will prevail not 
only in a measure, but: it will be in 
abundance (v. 7). 

His jurisdiction will: be world-wide 
(v. 8). Even the far places of earth 
will acknowledge him and do his will 
(v. 9). 

The mighty ones of earth will bow 
before him (vs. 10, 11), and he will 
hear and answer the cry of the poor 
and needy (vs. 12, 13). 

Deceit, violence, and bloodshed will 
be banished, and all the nations of the 
earth will rejoice in his righteous gov- 
ernment and will call him blessed. 

ge 

Let us not be deceived, then, by any 
false or sentimental teaching that would 
have us suppose that man alone can 
right the inequalities and injustices of 
this old world. Man has been trying it 
for centuries. Within the memory of 
many of us a war was fought that was 
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supposed to end all war, and yet the 
world is still no nearer to peace than 
it was twenty years ago. Absolute 
equality, with no change in men’s hearts, 
reverts again, in a remarkably short 
time, to inequality and injustice. Only 
the Prince of peace can bring peace, 
and only the God of justice and right- 
eousness can establish justice and right- 
eousness upon the earth. 

On the other hand, this does not ex- 
cuse us, as Christian individuals, from 
our responsibility toward our fellow 
men. If we are true followers of the 
Lord Jesus we dare not withhold our 
help, sympathy, and encouragement from 
any who are in need, or who are suffer- 
ing from injustice. But the greatest help 
we can give them is to bring them into 
personal relationship with the One who 
is the answer to all their problems and 
who alone can right their wrongs. 

_ PHILADELPHIA. 





[With the New Books 


Prophetic Research. By Keith L. 
Brooks. (Brooks Publications, 2003 Addi- 
son Way, Los Angeles, Calif., 50 cents.) 
There are twelve lessons in this course 
in Biblical Prophecy for individual and 
class work, beginning with prophecies 
of the first advent of Christ and ending 
with those concerning the millennial 
kingdom. Each lesson consists of sev- 
eral pages of questions, with Scripture 
references following each question. 
These questions are so clearly and in- 
terestingly put that one can scarcely 
refrain from looking up each reference 
if he does not already know it. The 
book is thus valuable in sending the 
student to the Bible and in this way 
giving him the mind of God rather than 
the opinions of men. Interspersed with 
these questions are very illuminating 
notes by the author. In the chapter on 
“The Final Place of Punishment” there 
is an effort made to distinguish betwten 
the eternal sentence of punishment and 
the perpetuity of conscious suffering. 
His suggestions lead apparently to final 
annihilation. This is to be regretted 
in a book otherwise so useful. 





Love’s Necessity. By Calvin B. Swank. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York City, 
$1.) A Western missionary came one 
morning to investigate the repairs being 
made on the tower and cross of his 
chapel. To his surprise, he found the 
workman in tears. “This cross,” he sob- 
bed, “must be about the same size as 
the one He bore, and see how heavy its 
beams are!” We, too, find our hearts 
touched by the nearness of the cross, 
and by the reality and meaning of His 
sufferings who hung upon it, as we think 
through these nine beautiful meditations. 
The first shows us the foreigner, Simon, 
who did what thousands in every age 
would love to do,— bore His cross. The 
second sheds new light on the testimony 
of the centurion, who felt the infinite 
love of the crucified One. The remain- 
ing chapters consider in turn the seven 
sayings on the cross, and the manner 
in which they hold and unfold the very 
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essence of our Lord’s teaching. One 
wishes, however, that more stress had 
been laid on the fact that the darkest 
hour of all was not because of Christ’s 
loneliness and pain, but because he was 
made to be sin for us.” The studies are 
devotional, especially for the Lenten sea- 
son, for which they have been written. 


Steady Progress in a 
Sound Publishing House 


Encouraging news is contained in 
the following letter issued recently 
by the Bible House of Los Angeles. 


REORGANIZATION of the staff of 
the Bible House was effected in 

May, 1931. At that time, financial de- 
pression, heavy overhead expense, a 
mortgage indebtedness of $15,000 on our 
property -—these and other’ troubles 
which we will not mention, made our 
situation appear almost hopeless. But 
God has helped and at the end of these 
seven years of testing, we are happy to 
report concerning his faithfulness. 

Throughout the difficult years, all fixed 
charges, such as taxes, interest on an- 
nuity contracts and on mortgage debt, 
have been paid in full and on time. 

With great joy we tell you that the 
complete wiping out of our mortgage 
debt is definitely in sight. A small bal- 
ance still due is more than offset by 
equities in other income properties. 

Overhead expense has been greatly 
reduced by economies that have not re- 
duced efficiency. Profits from sales of 
English Bibles, books, etc, have in- 
creased and this phase of our ministry 
is proving of great value. 

Receipts during 1937 were as follows: 


MRR oer $17,407.19 
PEEL Sew vec essneeies 10,568.68 
Total $27,975.87 


The favorable financial situation of 
today not only removes hazards which 
we faced seven years ago, but also as- 
sures our partners in the Lord that the 
Bible House now has a clean and strong 
foundation upon which to build a new 
and more effective work. We are sure 
that we can count upon your faithful 
fellowship in this ministry.—Bible House 
of Los Angeles, J. E. Jaderquist, Execu- 
tive Secretary. 
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WHITFIELD °CEAN GROVE. N. J. 


Central Location 
A Curistian Hotet Away From Homes. 
3 DAYS AS LOW AS $10, AMERICAN. 
PHONE 1991 es C. O. HERMAN 


CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE 


FOR 


Sunday Schools 


Quarterlies and Papers following the 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics. A full sample pack 
including our General Catalogue will be sent on 
application by any Sunday school official. 











ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 























In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver<- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 


Spare Time Work — 
For Women | 


Even women who have never before earned money find 
it easy to make generous profits taking orders for Groover 
House Frocks. Send name and address for full information 
no obligation. 


JASPER S. GROOVER COMPANY 
818 Olive Street St. Louis, Missouri 


SEVEN MONTHS 
IN PALESTINE 


Our Medical Missionary, Dr. James Ewke, now 
seven months in Jaffa, Tel-Aviv and Mount Car- 
mel, reports that he already has a daily clinic of 
50 to 60 FREE patients. 


A Trained Nurse is Greatly Needed 


A splendid Christian young woman, Miss Jane 
Haley, a Moody Bible Institute graduate and 
a registered nurse with broad training and hos- 
pital experience, has responded to this call. 
Your fellowship with Miss Haley for service in 
our Medical Mission and Clinic for the Jews and 
Arabs in Jaffa and Tel-Aviv would enable us to 
place this much needed Christian worker in a 
fertile field, just where many Jews are now en- 
tering the ‘‘ Promised Land."’ 
Please send. your expression of Fellowship for 
Miss Haley to the 


AMERICAN-EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIP 
' For Christian Oneness and Evangelization 
A. C. GAEBELEIN, D.D., President 
156 FIFTH AVENUE, Room 421, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


35 workers are now serving under this 
Fellowship in Europe 











NEW BEGINNERS’ MANUALS 








with the October-November- 
and weicome addition to the 





Of Sund 
aajnted comes, Eewel kensens 


learners, these Begi "4 
Manuals ipils and Teachers) maintain the "ALL 
BIBLE principle of the entire series. Send for leaflet of 
— — Bible ym ong of two year curriculum. 
‘or sample copies (previous quarters) for other di 5 
in the Sunday School (specify smn yyd m for Hoon 
dium of 780 lessons, write today enclosing 10c toward 
postaze and giving name of ar lay i pastor, your 
i current manuals are wan i 
applies: Teachers 25c, Pupils 10c, —s 





After months of prayerful planning and 
reparation we are able to announce 
ember quarter, this new 









nary Lessons of this series are the writers of these 
Beginners’ Manuals which recognize the vital importance 
f Bible hing during children’s formative years. 





THE SCRIPTURE PRESS 


800 N. Clark Street 


Dept. S. Ss. Chicago, Ulinols 
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* TAUCK MOTOR TOURS 


through Scenic 


EASTERN ERICA 


Personally conducted circle vacation tours 
from New York in special private club motor 
coaches. Membership price includes transporta- 
tion, rooms with bath at best hotels, all 
meals, admissions — EVERY EXPENSE — 
even tips. DEPARTURES WEEKLY 
DURING SUMMER. 


5 DAYS— CAPE COD 
Martha’s Vineyard and Down East 
7 DAYS— NEW ENGLAND 
Adirondacks, White and Green Mts. 
7 DAYS — NOVA SCOTIA 
Combination Land and Sea Trip 
9 DAYS — OL" VIRGINIA 
From Tidewaters to Blue Ridge 
13 DAYS— LAND of the SKY 
Shenandoah and the Great Smokies 
13 DAYS — GASPE & QUEBEC 
Fascinating Tour of Eastern Canada 
13 DAYS — FLORIDA 
‘Combination Land and Sea Trip 


Consult any AUTHORIZED travel agent 
jor request FREE illustrated booklet “ss” 


TAUCK TOURS, INC. 
+” Leaders in Domestic Tours Since 1925 


9 East 41st St. New York City 
Other Offices— Newark @ Philadelphia 

















For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

s.issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 25 to 31 


Mon.—Judges 14:5, 6. Stronger Than a Lion. 
PRAYER SuGGesTIons: “A young lion 
roared at meeting him” (marg.). The 
Spirit clothed himself with Samson. The 
Spirit was the agent; Samson was the 
instrument. Triumph over the one who 
goeth about “as a roaring lion . . . seek- 
ing whom he may devour” is of God. Be 
strong in the Lord and do exploits. Learn 
the first great lesson in victory, viz.: 
Christ is the great Worker, you are the 
instrument. Pray for Central New York 
Bible Conferences, Homer, N. Y. 


Tues.—Judges 15:11-14. Stronger Than Ropes. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They bound him 
with two new cords.” The Israelites 
were willing to sacrifice Samson to ap- 
pease the fury of the Philistines. Thus 
the elders and chief priests surrendered 
Christ, to “save” themselves. The Spirit 
upon Samson empowered his arm to 
break the cords and defeat the Philis- 
tines. Thus energized by Christ you, 
too, may triumph over all the power of 
Satan. Pray for Inhigan Young People’s 
Bible Conference, Maranatha, Mich. 


Wed.—Judges 16:15-21. Weak as Other Men. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I shall become 
weak, and be like any other man.” 
Christian, you are not to be “like any 
other man.” Be like the Lord Jesus, 
the second Man, the Lord from Heaven. 
Unconfessed sin brings a Christian down 
to the level of other men. As one gets 
older, and the tendency is to lapse into 
spiritual decline, old sins tend to recur. 
Be watchful, and prayerful. Pray«for 
Odosagih Bible Conference, Machias, 
N.Y. 
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Thurs.—Matthew 26:40-45. 


Weakness of the Flesh. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Spir- 
itual drowsiness must be fought off in 
prayer. Spiritual slumber is a weakness. 
Indulged, it becomes good ground for the 
delusion that mental response is a substi- 
tute for experimental obedience. It is 
easier to let down than to stand up. Es- 
sential, profitable, self-denial, and self- 
crucifixion are unwelcome to the flesh. 
Pray for Central Pennsylvania Bible 
Conference, Lakemont Park, Altoona, Pa. 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 12:7-10. 
When the Weak Are Strong. 
PraYER SuGcEsTIONS: “My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” The sim- 
plicity of Christ gives power to move 
hearts to Gospel obedience. “Assets,” 
glorified by men, are of small value in 
labors that bear fruit in time and eter- 
nity.. The apostles succeeded without 
“assets.” Peter without silver and gold; 
Paul with his “infirmity”; John in ban- 
ishment. God’s grace is sufficient. Work 
God wants done in your weakness must 
be done thus, if his power is to operate. 
Pray for Philadelphia School of the Bible 
Conference, Fayetteville, Pa. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 1:22-29. 
Weak Things Stronger Than Mighty. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God hath chosen 
the weak things.” This principle runs 
all through God’s record. Gideon’s nu- 
merous army; Jacob’s strength; Peter's 
headstrong ways; Paul’s self-righteous- 
ness required the withering work of the 
Holy Ghost. Can God say of you, “I 
have found me a man’? Pray for 
Winona Lake School of Theology, Wi- 
nona Lake, Ind. 


Sun.—Ephesians 6:10-13. Strong in the Lord. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Strong in the 
Lord.” Weak voices mechanically am- 
plified by the magnavox make a whisper 
seem like miniature thunder. The hu- 
man voice itself is too weak to be heard 
far, but the microphone makes it audi- 
ble to people in near and remote places. 
We are weak, but Christ is our strength. 
Fighting against Satan in our natural 
strength would be folly; but in the 
strength that God supplies, victory is as- 
sured. The power of his might is for 
you. Pray for Deerfoot Lodge Camp for 
Boys, Whitaker Lake, N. Y. 


Reading the Old Testament 
in Half a Year 


ANY people would be glad to be- 

come familiar with the Old Testa- 
ment if they could do so more easily. 
As an aid tc learning the facts and 
history, a schedule of reading has been 
prepared, covering many passages in the 
Old Testament in course in exactly half 
a year. This is called “Through the Old 
Testament in Half a Year,” a plan drawn 
up by R. C. Tillinghast. 

These selected readings are not in- 
tended to take the place of a knowledge 
of the whcle, but only that many may 
be persuaded to follow such a course 
and become familiar with the Old Tes- 
tament, leading to a more intelligent 
study of it. The readings are of varying 
lengths, usually covering one chapter 
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or portions of several chapters. The 
author has stated his plan: “Brief daily 
readings without comment, arranged in 
general in the order of the time the 
books were written or in connection 
with events which called them forth.” 
Some of the changes noted in the read- 
ing are the placing of the Book of Job 
in the early part of Exodus. Many of 
David’s Psalms are placed in the Book 
of Kings, and the readings from the 
major and minor prophets are placed in 
their setting in the historical books. 

If one realizes that the suggested read- 
ings are only a greater inducement to 
read the Old TFestament, and not in any 
way a minimizing of the importance of 
any portion of the inspired Book, the 
leaflet should do much good. It can be 
used by children or in family worship. 
Being only the Old Testament, even 
Jews might be persuaded to follow it. 
The readings are not dated, but num- 
bered in such a way that the course 
may be begun at any time. 

The leafiet is published by the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, 7 West Forty-fifth 
Street, New York City, and may be had 
in return for postage. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
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